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Date:	July 1, 2015
To:		City Council
From:	City Administrator Mike Robertson
Re:		Forest Best Practices


INTRODUCTION
The City finds that diseases such as Dutch Elm, Oak Wilt and Emerald Ash Borer, invasive plant species such as buckthorn and over browsing are threatening the North Oaks’ forest.  The City of North Oaks finds that the long term preservation of trees and woodlands within the City limits is in the best interests of the City.  Given the ability of trees and woodlands to impact the public safety, health, welfare and property values of the Community, the City finds that it is important to treat or remove diseased trees to slow the spread of diseases and to encourage the planting of a variety of native trees so that our forest will be diverse in age and species of trees which will benefit the health and sustainability of our forest.


Goal: Increase Tree Species Diversity
Recommendation – Property owners are encouraged to plant a variety of native tree species when they have an opportunity, either following removal of diseased trees or when adding trees to their property.
Action - The City has available a list of recommended trees to encourage greater diversity in tree species.  The City will also provide a list of nuisance trees that should not be planted.

GOAL: Reduce the Spread of Emerald Ash Borer Disease
Recommendation – Property owners should evaluate the ash trees on their lot and determine which ones are worth saving.  Those not worth saving should be removed.  Those worth saving should be injected by a licensed firm.
Action - The City Forester shall be alert for the spread of Emerald Ash Borer disease per the established Emerald Ash Borer plan.  Any diseased ash trees found will be required to be removed or treated.  Removal should be limited during the months of May through August to reduce the spread of the disease.

Goal: Reduce the Spread of Oak Wilt Disease
Recommendation – Don’t prune oaks during the months of April, May and June.  If oaks are damaged during that time frame, treat the damage promptly.
Action - The City Forester shall be alert for the spread of Oak Wilt disease.  Any diseased trees identified are required to be removed per City ordinance.

Goal: Reduce the Possibility of Future Disease
Recommendation – The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forestry Division recommends that no more than 10% of the North Oaks forest be made up of any one tree species.  Ash trees were planted in great numbers in the 1970’s and 1980’s after many elms died of Dutch Elm disease, making it easier for any disease affecting ash to establish itself and spread quickly.  The DNR is particularly concerned that maple trees are not over planted in response to the loss of ash trees.
Action - The City will encourage a variety of native trees to be planted and discourage a focus on maple trees.

Goal: Remove Nuisance Trees
Recommendation – The removal of trees such as box elder, ash, buckthorn, cottonwood, Siberian elm, black locust, and Norway maple shall be encouraged.
Action - The City Forester or any licensed arborist will identify nuisance trees whenever consulting with property owners and recommend their removal and replacement.

Goal: Reduce the Removal of Heritage Trees
Recommendation – The removal of healthy Heritage Trees, 12 plus inches wide at breast height for deciduous trees or 12 feet or taller for evergreens, is discouraged.
Action - Where ever possible the City Forester will work with property owners and developers to minimize the removal of Heritage Trees and encourage replacement with a variety of native trees.


RESOURCES


Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee
www.mnstac.org/

Benefits of Trees
www.arborday.org/trees/benefits.cfm

The Right Tree Brochure
www.mnpower.com/treebook/

Minnesota Native Tree Species
www.files.dnr.state.mn/us/forestry/education/primer/appenndixtwo.pdf





