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The Planning Commission Meeting was called to order by Chair Katy Ross at 7:00 p.m. at the
Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive Suite 150, City of North Oaks. Also present
were Commissioners Dick Hara, Joyce Yoshimura-Rank, Kara Ries and Paul Lesieur.
Commissioners Bob Turkington and Nancy Reid were absent. City Administrator Michael
Robertson, Administrative Assistant Mary Belden, City Planner Ben Gozola and Videographer
Maureen Anderson were also present.

Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Hara moved to approve the Agenda. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank and passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Ries requested that one correction be made to minutes of the July 28, 2016
minutes. She referenced the motion she made to add the items listed under City Update
specifically to the published agenda so that the public can see what’s on the agenda and
requested that that language be added to the minutes. Commissioner Ries then moved to
approve the Minutes from the July 28, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting with that
correction. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank and passed
unanimously.

New Business

Comprehensive Plan Update

Administrator Robertson noted that City Planner Ben Gozola has been meeting with the Met
Council in the past few months to go through those items they want on the updated
Comprehensive Plan. He also noted that he will not be at the September Planning Commission
meeting so Mr. Gozola will attend that meeting as well. Robertson further noted that he has been
contacted by a neighborhood group that is concerned about the parkland in their area and would
like to address the Planning Commission at the September meeting so parks will be one the items
discussed.

Ben Gozola introduced his colleague Jim Robinson who will be working with him on the
Comprehensive Plan update. He said the Met Council issued a System Statement on September
17,2015. Under State law the City then has 3 years to update the Comp Plan. The Met Council is
the regional planning agency and looks at overall growth and State law says we have to comply
with their 10 year plan.

Gozola stated that Sambatek met with the Met Council to review the East Oaks PUD and remind
them that the remaining vacant land in North Oaks was already guided. The Met Council was in
agreement that the development of remaining vacant land was already programmed. He
discussed how the City could proceed with the Comp Plan and asked the Planning Commission
how much updating they thought might be needed. Commissioner Lesieur stated that he thought
our current plan was in good shape and that not much change was needed. Commissioner Ries
agreed with him and the rest of the Commissioners concurred. Gozola stated that there are some
things the Commission may want to think about. The Comprehensive Plan is basically the legal
foundation for the zoning code. If there are issues the Commission sees coming up that they
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want to address in a zoning fashion, those are items we need to talk about so that when we write
zoning provisions, we have the legal basis already built into the Comprehensive Plan. Gozola
also suggested that the Commission keep in mind the parks and update the necessary maps and
inventories. He also asked whether there were any potential conflicts with neighboring
communities and potential conflicts and areas where sewer extensions are worth considering.

Gozola reviewed the proposed timeline of the project and asked the Commission for some
general feedback on Chapter 1. Commissioner Lesieur stated that he thought it was easy to read.
Chair Ross asked about the format and was told that it had been updated. Commissioner
Yoshimura-Rank asked when the plan was due and was told September 17, 2018.

There was some discussion among Commissioners and staff about the differences between
neighborhood parks and community-wide parks. Chair Ross asked Robertson to send out that
section on parks to the Commission.

Commissioner Hara expressed concern about water issues in the city, particularly about those
residences with wells. Chair Ross talked about the intersection of Highway 49 and Wildflower
and how dangerous that intersection is and is traffic something we can address in the
Comprehensive Plan?

Robertson stated that there is a matter coming up before the City Council regarding the proposed
development in Lino Lakes on County Road | just north of Presbyterian Homes. There was a
meeting with all of the interested parties with the main focus on the intersection of County Road
] and Centerville Road and that it needs to be upgraded with some type of control. There is a
study being proposed which the City Council will consider being a part of.

There was discussion about possible septic issues within the city. Commissioner Hara expressed
his concern about the emerald ash borer problem, stating that it had the potential to get serious.

Robertson said that we will likely reference the plan that NOHOA has adopted since the majority
of ash trees are on NOHOA land.

Gozola said that next month’s Comp Plan meeting will focus on Land Use.

City Update

Recycling

Administrator Robertson stated that the new recycling program for the City will start in January.
Chair Ross added that the City Council approved moving to a single sort recycling program which
will eliminate the transfer station at Mel’s Service which was a source of noise in the surrounding
neighborhoods. The recycling carts will be provided to the residents however they do not have
to use them if they choose not to. The carts will be the property of the City. The cost of the
recycling will be less and recycling will still be weekly.

Rental Property Update
Robertson reported that all of the rental properties in the City have now received the initial
letter from the city regarding their rental property. He also reported that 3 properties have
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applied to become rental properties. He said that several properties were found to be used
seasonally or vacant and the number of potential rental properties is down to 34.

Ordinance Removal
Robertson noted that the City Council had eliminated the ordinance requiring a Public Health
Board and officer.

Election Filing
Administrator Robertson reported that all incumbents for City Council have filed unopposed for
election.

Next Meeting
The next Planning Commission Meeting is Thursday, September 29, 2016, at 7 p.m. at the
Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive.

Adjournment

On motion made by Commissioner Hara, seconded by Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank and
carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Attest: Respectfully submitted,

Chair Katy Ross Mary Belden
Recording Secretary



