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The Planning Commission meeting was called to order by Chair Katy Ross at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive Suite 150, City of North Oaks. Present were 

Commissioners David Pfuhl, Joyce Yoshimura-Rank, Bob Turkington, and Paul Lesieur. 

Commissioners Nancy Reid and Kara Ries were absent. City Administrator Mike Robertson, 

Recording Secretary Gretchen Needham, Septic Inspector Brian Humpel, and Videographer Maureen 

Anderson were also present. 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank moved to approve the Agenda.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Turkington and passed unanimously. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank moved to approve the minutes from the July 27, 2017 Planning 

Commission Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lesieur and passed 

unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

Variance 17-05 for 30 East Pleasant Lake Road 

Septic Inspector Humpel indicated that the septic was being replaced because it was non-compliant 

with current State code 7080. The new septic system would encroach 15 feet into the 30-foot east 

property line setback.  Due to the location of the well, house, driveway and slopes on the property this 

was the best place to locate the new septic with the least amount of intrusion into the setback and 

would result in significant improvement to ground and surface water. 

Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank moved to approve the variance. Commissioner Lesieur 

seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 
 

Proposed Zoning Ordinance Changes: 

Council Member Ross outlined the proposed changes to housing height regulations. Commissioner 

Lesieur suggested a revision due to the current height that basements are constructed. Commissioner 

Pfuhl agreed this would be a good idea. After discussion the Planning Commission agreed that this will 

be put on the September Commission agenda and Commissioner Lesieur will bring some models to 

show what he is recommending. 

 

Set Preliminary Public Hearing for Comprehensive Plan: 

Administrator Robertson reviewed the process for approving the Comprehensive Plan.  The revised 

plan is currently at the Met Council for comments.  He suggested a preliminary hearing in October to 

review the Met Council comments and to give people who have asked to see the revised plan a chance 

to comment.  After that hearing and any changes the plan is required to be sent to all surrounding 

governments who have six months to comment on it.  Then a final public hearing will be held next 

summer to review any suggested changes. 

Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank made a motion to set the date for the hearing for October 26, 

2017 at 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Lesieur seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 
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September Meeting Date: 

Chair Ross said she would not be available for the regular September meeting date. 

Commissioner Lesieur made a motion to set Tuesday, September 26 as a tentative date for the 

next Planning Commission Meeting. Commissioner Turkington seconded. Motion approved 

unanimously. 

 

November Meeting Date: 

The Commission confirmed that it will meet on its regular meeting date of Thursday, November 30, 

2017. 

 

City Update: 

Council Member Ross talked about the increase in recycling in North Oaks over the past year. 

Administrator Robertson reviewed the items approved by the City Council and noted the upcoming 

public hearing regarding the proposed Housing Maintenance Ordinance. 

 

Other Business: 

None 

 

Next Meeting: 

The next Planning Commission Meeting is Tuesday, September 26, at 7 p.m. at the Community 

Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive. 

 

Adjournment: 

Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Pfuhl seconded.  The 

motion was approved unanimously.  The meeting ended at 7:26 pm. 

 

 

Next Meeting:  September 26, 2017 

 

 

Attest:        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________ 

Chair Katy Ross      Gretchen Needham 

        Recording Secretary 

 

 


