
North Oaks City Council 

Special Meeting Minutes 

North Oaks City Council Chambers 

July 27, 2020 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Nelson called the Special Meeting to order on July 27, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

City Councilmembers were present in the City Council Chambers or participated by telephone 

or other electronic means pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.021. Residents can view the meeting 

on the cable access channel and through the website portal just like other public meetings.   

Present: Mayor Gregg Nelson, Councilmembers Rick Kingston, Marty Long, Kara Ries 

Staff Present: Administrator Kevin Kress and Attorney Bridget Nason, Administrative Assistant 

Gretchen Needham 

Others Present: Videographer Maureen Anderson, Officer Mike Burrell, Rich Dujmovic, Nick 

Sandell, Sara Shah 

A quorum was declared present.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Nelson and those present in the Council Chambers recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION by Kingston, seconded by Long to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call. 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Review of applications and interviews for vacant City Council seat. Discussion and

possible action on appointment to fill vacancy on City Council.

Administrator Kress introduced the first applicant as Mr. Rich Dujmovic, and Mr. Kress noted he 

has a series of five questions he will present to the applicants and they can address the City 

Council.  These questions were sent in advance to the Council. 

Mayor Nelson thanked Mr. Dujmovic for applying for the City Council seat following the 

resignation of Councilmember Katy Ross.  The first question asked was, “Why are you interested 

in becoming a member of the North Oaks City Council and what issues are you most interested 

in promoting?” 

Mr. Dujmovic thanked City Staff and City Council for the opportunity and thanked Member 

Ross for her service to the community and for everything she has done for North Oaks, he thinks 
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she is truly a believer in the City and is a great example of what a City Council person can be.  

He said as to the reason he is running for the position, what interests him, and where he’d like to 

contribute, he thinks what is most important is to continue the legacy of the person the voters 

elected in 2018.  When he thinks about Katy Ross and her service in the community, he saw a 

citizen who was deeply committed to accessibility, openness to hearing from others, and respect.  

He thinks those are things he would try to embody if he were given the opportunity to serve in 

her seat, and he would take very seriously those responsibilities in representing the overall 

community.  He stated he thinks they can get to some mutual agreements that are beneficial to all 

parties and they can work well amongst all of the entities that make up the North Oaks 

ecosystem, including the North Oaks Company (NOC), the City Council, North Oaks Home 

Owners’ Association (NOHOA), and the citizens and work together towards mutually beneficial 

compromises and agreements.  Mr. Dujmovic said he’s spent a lot of time speaking with citizens 

over the past year and a half and he has learned the varying perspectives people have and he 

would look forward to representing them.  Regarding the specific ways he would like to 

contribute, he noted he has paid a lot of attention to matters in the City, he has attended all the 

City meetings for the Planning Commission or the City Council that could be attended in person 

and when he wasn’t able to do so, he watched them.  From a financial perspective, he applauds 

the City for being in the position that it is, with very low tax rate, especially for a Class 4 City. 

He sees the City in a very decent position in terms of reserves, he noted if there is anything they 

may want to work on, it’s the infrastructure budget given that they’re entering a season of 

development and there are some opportunities as they’re a little below the financial targets there 

and he thinks they can perhaps get a little more healthy.  He noted the target is around $450,000 

for that particular budget and they’ve been in a bit of a gentle decline.  He stated financially, they 

are in a great position.  He said he’d love to serve in a capacity where he could help in that 

perspective planning for the future.  Mr. Dujmovic also said he thinks he could help on Vadnais 

Lake Area Water Management Organization (VLAWMO), by being a police liaison and from a 

recycling perspective, as he comes from a family who started recycling when he was a child and 

he could help in that capacity as well.  He expressed that he would help wherever the City needs 

help and noted he may not necessarily have all the competency to do that, but he would learn and 

serve wherever called to.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What strengths and abilities would you bring to the City Council?”   

 

Mr. Dujmovic said in his day-to-day operations he works with a wide variety of cross-functional 

individuals.  These people represent research and development, project management, marketing, 

clinical affairs, finance, etcetera.  He said he was just on the phone twenty minutes earlier on one 

of those meetings and he takes all of those diverse perspectives, and there are a wide range of 

things people are thinking about when they’re working in an environment with all those different 

specialties, and he looks for a compromise.  He tries to find things that will work for the benefit 

of their patients and the benefit of their physician customers, and that can also work for the 

business.  He has a lot of experience working with internal cross-functional parties.  He also has 

a lot of opportunity to work globally with international people from across 77 countries to get 

approvals in a regulated environment that has many different rules varying from geography to 



Minutes of the Special Council Meeting  July 27, 2020  
 

P a g e  | 3 

geography.  Thus, coming up with solutions that can work globally is something he has great 

experience with.  He noted that working cross-functionally, working with many different 

experiences, working in a regulated environment, learning new rules and applying them are all 

things he has experience with and would look forward to applying to help the City.  

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What do you think is the best thing the City Council did in the last year 

and also what do you think is the worst thing that the City Council did in the last year? 

 

Mr. Dujmovic said he thinks the City Council did some amazing work to adapt to a very, very 

challenging situation with COVID-19.  The operations of the City are very important, citizens 

are looking for answers, and citizens had a lot of different types of questions.  He said the City 

Council made themselves accessible to citizens, via meetings like the one today, which was 

called relatively quickly and there is access for people to watch.  He thinks they’ve strengthened 

their muscles with respect to the relationship with the cable company and making these types of 

meetings accessible to those who cannot attend them live.  He said the involvement of the City 

and the ability to reach out and engage people has been excellent despite COVID-19 and people 

have been able to contribute via meetings like the current one.  Mr. Dujmovic said the most 

difficult thing for him to swallow as a resident of the City is also in that category in that some of 

the challenges or hindrances that were put into collecting citizen feedback.  He said the most 

important thing that any government can do, as they just said in the Pledge of Allegiance when 

they spoke about the republic that is the United States, it’s a representative form of government 

and having accessibility to the citizens and giving citizens the ability to voice things that are of 

concern to them is really important.  On balance with the accessibility via the cable and remote 

calls via Zoom is making it as easy as possible for citizens to contribute to their government and 

to have a say in the things that are before their government. He noted at the end of the day, North 

Oaks is an extraordinarily unique community, they all moved to the City for a reason and share 

many common values, although they may have differences in how they approach that, but they 

want to gather as much input from citizens as they possibly can and make decisions on behalf of 

the entire community.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What would be your priorities for the City if you were appointed?” 

 

Mr. Dujmovic said he’d piggy-back on what he just said, which is accessibility and openness to 

citizen perspective.  He thinks it’s very important to collect as much citizen perspective as 

possible.  When he thinks of North Oaks, what impressed him most was being able to meet 

hundreds of different people across the community and how bright they are in a diversity of 

areas.  He noted the citizens bring experience in so many unique areas of expertise and he thinks 

reaching out and leveraging that full expertise, which he thinks is the strength of the community, 

as well as their love for the community as they all chose North Oaks.  He said when you see the 

NOHOA surveys and videos that current City Councilmembers put up when they discussed why 

they elected to serve on the Council, everyone mentioned the same things: the importance of the 

natural environment, privacy, security and the sense of community and how much they love the 
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uniqueness of the community.  He said as a priority, that is why he would reach out to those 

individuals and it’s important to him to represent the City and the perspectives of its citizens.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What do you think the role of the City Council should be in addressing 

these priorities?  What do you think your role should be?” 

 

Mr. Dujmovic said the City Council should educate the community on the issues that are before 

them, in the form of both written and verbal communication, to ensure that the citizens have an 

understanding of what decisions the Council has to make and to give them a sense of urgency for 

those decisions.  For example, why does this decision need to be made now, what are the options 

the Council has considered, what has been ruled out, what are things that have been left as 

options for the community?  He said it’s important to sort through those, educate the citizens and 

seek the community perspective so the Council can learn from that perspective and weave that 

into the options.  He said the City Council is very good at framing the topics for the community 

and they have an opportunity to push for mutually beneficial solutions and to advocate things 

that are, again, for the mutual benefits of everyone in the ecosystem.  He sees that as their 

ultimate responsibility.   

 

Mayor Nelson thanked him and asked Mr. Dujmovic if he had any questions or anything else 

he’d like to add.  Mr. Dujmovic said he doesn’t have any questions, he’s been watching the 

Council for quite some time and thanked the Councilmembers for their service and the 

opportunity to speak in front of this body.  He noted one Letter of Recommendation from 

someone he respects, Councilmember Katy Ross.  He read from the letter dated July 26, 2020, in 

which former Councilmember Ross said, “Dear Councilmembers, I am writing to you to 

recommend appointing Rich Dujmovic to replace me on the City Council effective immediately.  

Rich has been a resident of North Oaks for several years and has committed a tremendous 

amount of his time to learning about the community where he lives.  He’s shown a great interest 

and commitment to North Oaks and our residents by tirelessly attending meetings and working to 

clearly understand the issues our community faces.  He has an amazing ability to absorb a lot of 

information over a short period of time and to see the relevance to our community.  To serve as a 

City Councilmember requires someone who is a good leader, a good listener, someone who 

commits to working many hours in order to represent his/her community, and someone who can 

disagree respectfully when necessary.  I believe that Rich has all those characteristics and then 

some.  I’ve watched Rich over the years raise issue and concerns, clearly articulating his 

thoughts.  He’s always had the community’s best interest at heart and has worked tirelessly to 

listen to others and to speak up.  Rich’s regulatory work at Boston Scientific has prepared him 

for working with ordinances, he dives right in and doesn’t give up until he completely 

understands how something will impact our community, and he can clearly communicate that 

impact.  But he doesn’t always stop there.  Oftentimes, he has an alternative approach and he’s 

not afraid to think outside the box.  Lastly, the community knows Rich and respects him, people 

listen to him, they know that he cares about North Oaks and the community where they live.  I 

think that Rich would be a great addition to the City Council, there isn’t anyone better.”  Mr. 

Dujmovic thanked the Council again. 
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Mayor Nelson introduced the next candidate Mr. Nick Sandell and asked, “Why are you 

interested in becoming a member of the North Oaks City Council and what issues are you most 

interested in promoting?” 

Mr. Sandell thanked the Council for the opportunity to come before them and apply for this 

position.  He noted he and his wife Jenny feel that a sense of community is a core value in a 

healthy lifestyle.  They both also believe that is not something that is a right, but that is 

something that needs to be earned, and he said everywhere they’ve been they’ve felt that is 

something they need to get involved with.  Since they’ve been in the community for the last two 

years, he noted he’s had the opportunity to join the City Planning Commission and he felt that 

was a great way for him to utilize his skills to be able to contribute to the ongoing sustainability 

and growth of the City.  He said he looks at the City Council as a further opportunity for him to 

have a more holistic view and holistic impact on the direction the City takes.  He stated based on 

his time on the Planning Commission, he would continue to be interested in the development and 

growth of the City, both as it relates to the East Oaks Development and its continued success, as 

well as any additional redevelopment the City goes through as it continues to look at how the 

City takes current assets and make sure it continues to be relevant and continues to be a signature 

City within the state.  In addition to the growth, he’d like to continue to focus on public safety 

and engagement with community policing and public safety partners.  He said he thinks that is a 

key element in the City and that’s something the Council has an opportunity to be involved with.  

He noted that isn’t something that needs to be completely driven, that’s something that needs the 

engagement of the entire community and he’d be very willing to be a participant in that.   

Mayor Nelson asked “What strengths and abilities would you bring to the City Council?” 

Mr. Sandell said his strengths come in a couple different capacities.  From the experience of 

serving in public, he’s had the opportunity to serve on the Planning Commission, so he has a 

strong understanding of City operations, how to engage with the community, to listen to 

residents, to take their feedback and apply it to a governing body.  He said he’s been able to 

demonstrate that in the City of North Oaks and in the previous city they lived in as he served in 

Planning Commission role in the City of Little Canada for a couple of years with the last year 

serving as the Vice-Chairman.  He noted that was an invaluable experience as he was able to 

actively engage with the community and be part of the leadership team that was focused on its 

success.  He said professionally, he has been fortunate to serve in a leadership capacity for nearly 

fifteen years in a variety of different roles where he’s led large teams and focused on individual 

support and growth, and also on the long-term strategic vision of the overall organization.   He’s 

also had the opportunity to work in more specialized units where the focus was on relationships 

with external clients and negotiating key services and key relationships, really trying to find win-

win solutions.  He said he thinks he’s had a public experience that would be invaluable to service 

here in the community and from the private specter he believes his experience directly translates 

to that.   
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Mayor Nelson asked “What do you think is the best thing the City Council did in the last year 

and also what do you think is the worst thing that the City Council did in the last year? 

 

Mr. Sandell said it is relevant to his experience on the Planning Commission and one of the 

strongest things the Council did this year was the work on the East Oaks development.  He thinks 

there are a couple different reasons that support that including the absolute important nature that 

has on the future growth, development and vision for the community. He said North Oaks has 

key assets that it wants to prioritize and make sure they do it from a balanced perspective and he 

thinks the Council did a really nice job in establishing credibility in all of the key elements that 

went into the East Oaks development and that negotiation.  Mr. Sandell thinks the Council was 

receptive to counter-positions that the community and other constituents had, addressed those 

positions, and were very deliberate in how they were able to move forward with their actions.  

He thinks that was a real success.  In regards to a challenge, he noted he’d still like to see the 

City engage with the NOHOA group in a better way and find ways to collaborate more for the 

benefits of the City overall.  He noted that North Oaks is an extremely unique City and it has a 

very extreme governing body, especially coming from an individual who worked with a city that 

did not have the same structures as North Oaks.  He said it was very interesting for him to absorb 

the situation and dynamic between the Home Owners’ Association, the City and the balance of 

powers.  Mr. Sandell thinks while that serves a very deliberate purpose for the City, he also 

thinks there is potential for some redundancies and the ability to have some misinformation and 

miscommunication.  He said he’d love to see those two bodies be able to collaborate more in a 

very efficient and productive manner.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What would be your priorities for the City if you were appointed?” 

 

Mr. Sandell said he thinks it comes in three-phases.  One is that the growth, development and 

finalization of the East Oaks plan must be considered one of the key priorities for the City, 

especially for the Council and their responsibilities for the City.  He stated that North Oaks is at a 

really important spot in its history as it has a very mature community and this really being one of 

the last areas of its ultimate development, and he thinks it’s extremely important that it’s done 

with thorough and thoughtful vision, where they’re protective and balanced of what everyone 

values as a community.  Also, they’re also looking long-term for the ongoing sustainability so 

that North Oaks isn’t just an amazing City that always has been, but that North Oaks continues to 

be this amazing City that people view and celebrate.  Mr. Sandell also wants to focus on the 

public safety component, noting they’re at a very unprecedented time within the state and in the 

nation’s history and across the world.  He thinks it’s incredibly important that they stay very 

engaged with the public safety members and that they stay engaged with the community and the 

role the community can have with that team.  He noted he comes from a fairly unique 

perspective as he comes from a very law enforcement-focused family or public safety-focused 

family, as his brother and sister-in-law are active police officers, his father is a retired Chief of 

Police in the City of Richfield, he has numerous aunts and uncles who are both active and retired 

police officers, and cousins who serve in the fire units.  He said he thinks that perspective has 

given him insight to the heroes that they really are and given Mr. Sandell a unique vision as to 
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how the community can engage with them for both transparency and accountability.  He would 

really like to focus on the engagement with partners in the public safety area and engagement 

with the community to know they can play a significant role in that.   

 

“What do you think the role of the City Council should be in addressing these priorities?  What 

do you think your role should be?” 

 

Mr. Sandell replied that as it relates to a couple priorities he listed, his role can be to leverage the 

experience he’s had working on the Planning Commission in North Oaks and Little Canada.  

While he understands that North Oaks doesn’t always like to compare itself to other cities, he 

thinks having the insight and vision into the operations of another city and how it addresses its 

long-term plan and strategy for growth and preservation of assets, he believes that is valuable as 

they go into the continued negotiations and to also see things through.  He said he’d be able to 

draw off experience he’s already had.  In relation to public safety, the history he has working 

with those bodies, engaging with those individuals and being very active in the community 

himself, he thinks that’s going to be incredibly important.  One thing he wanted to note, going 

back to ongoing development and growth, he has the unique perspective of being a resident in 

the East Oaks development, which has not been represented on the City Council.  He thinks he 

has a unique perspective on the real vision that individuals within that development have, and he 

will be able to speak for them and represent them well having that direct experience.  He also 

noted that as a City Council, they are not just listening to existing residents, but also recognizing 

future residents and being able to appreciate their thoughts as they enter in to the community.  

 

Mayor Nelson thanked Mr. Sandell and asked if he had any questions or comments to add.   

 

Mr. Sandell said to piggy-back on his final remarks, he has the opportunity and the lens of 

someone who lives in the East Oaks development, although he doesn’t have the experience that 

many residents have in the City as he’s only been a member of the City for a few years.  He 

noted he is part of a family that was very deliberate in moving to North Oaks and coming into a 

community that has many of the values his family shares.  He said they were so happy with the 

welcome they received in the community and he wants to be able to pay that forward, especially 

as they look at the ongoing changes, maturity and growth the City will experience over the next 

few years.   

 

Mayor Nelson introduced Ms. Sara Shah and thanked for her application.  He asked Ms. Shah, 

“Why are you interested in becoming a member of the North Oaks City Council and what issues 

are you most interested in promoting?” 

 

Ms. Shah said she’d like to believe a familiar face at City Hall, as a few years ago a similar 

situation happened with a vacancy and Ms. Shah was interested then, because she felt the need to 

help the community instead of sitting on the sidelines.  Two years later, she is still interested to 

again step forward and help the community as they continue the governing process with the City 

Council.  In addition to the Council, two years ago she pivoted to the Planning Commission and 
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she has continued to be a civil servant for the City and community and she believes they must 

put the time and energy in to improve the City and community, make it a prosperous place to 

live, not just in two years, but in thirty years.  As far as issues she is interested in promoting, 

there are several and she noted she would highlight a few.  Ms. Shah said when she was first 

appointed two years ago, she was highly interested in communicating with residents.  She 

implemented the outbound City Email Blast which has now had over 500 people opt-in.  She 

noted it’s not just communicating to the residents, but also with the residents.  She feels there is a 

great opportunity to get a bit more engaged in listening to the residents, people are quite busy 

these days and she feels they need to find a more creative way to reach out to them and listen to 

their feedback.  Other issues she would like to promote are the delicate balance between privacy 

and security.  She said the City is in charge of security and the welfare and safety of the people, 

but it must be balanced with the Home Owners’ Association privacy account.  Ms. Shah noted 

she’d like to work and collaborate with NOHOA and to peel back the onion a bit more and 

understand if there is a way to improve that.  She said for several years they’ve been fairly 

complacent on it but it’s a growing need as the demand for residents of having delivery services 

through the gates opened a whole new challenge for the City and it’s an opportunity to dive in 

and look at what they can do.   

Mayor Nelson asked “What strengths and abilities would you bring to the City Council?” 

Ms. Shah answered that what differentiates her is her demonstrated experience as a prior City 

Councilmember.  In addition to the Planning Commission, she thinks she has a valuable 

knowledge and understanding of how their governing body works and the processes at City Hall.  

She believes she could dive in very quickly, just as she did two years ago and provide that civil 

service to residents.  In addition to her civil service, Ms. Shah pointed out that she has lots of 

experience in dealing with diverse audiences and working through differing opinions as a Big 5 

consultant, to her corporate experience as a senior project manager, reaching across various 

stakeholders, different business groups to prioritize and unify a vision and strategy so they could 

work to one common goal.  Finally, she noted her experience as a small business owner and said 

it’s very critical as a business owner to wear all hats and she believes she can apply that to the 

City Council.  She noted you never know what’s going to come in front of you, whether large or 

small issues, but she has no issue getting her hands wet, whether it’s the finest detail of helping 

out in the community, strategizing, or making tough decisions on behalf of the community.   

Mayor Nelson asked “What do you think is the best thing the City Council did in the last year 

and also what do you think is the worst thing that the City Council did in the last year? 

Ms. Shah said she would like to highlight the many staff changes in the last year and a half and 

she witnessed that closely being on the Planning Commission.  She commended the City Council 

for the swift changes at the City Administrator level and in the decision process behind that.  She 

also commended the City Council on the new City Attorneys.  She said once again, that was a 

need that had been evident for several years and she was pleased by how collectively the Council 

worked together to outline the process, the decision and implementation so quickly so they could 
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have a seamless turnover for the City.  She said one thing the Council could have done better, 

from the outside she thinks some people feel that the Council is a bit dysfunctional and the 

communication could always be better.  Again, she thinks they’re doing improvements with the 

Code of Conduct that has been implemented, but getting more on a level that the public can 

understand and that the Council is having a functional conversation on behalf of the residents is 

an opportunity.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What would be your priorities for the City if you were appointed?” 

 

Ms. Shah said she’s already highlighted a few, but that she’d like to be more engaged in working 

with NOHOA, as they are the sister governing body.  In the case of North Oaks being a private 

community, they need to collaborate with NOHOA on a number of issues and with the times 

right now, people are questioning what the City is doing for their safety.  She noted she’d like to 

dig into that a bit more and understand, with NOHOA’s collaboration, what can be done, what 

are the options and become more engaged with the residents by asking what it is that makes the 

residents feel unsafe.  She said it’s important to really understand and pinpoint the problems, as 

they can’t just throw ideas or resolutions out there without really listening to the residents and 

understanding those sore spots of concern and vulnerability.  She said that is one of her number 

one opportunity she’d like to dig into if given the chance to serve on the Council.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked “What do you think the role of the City Council should be in addressing 

these priorities?  What do you think your role should be?” 

 

Ms. Shah said at a 10,000-foot overview, the City is here to provide safety, security and the 

welfare of the people, so precisely police is right underneath that.  She said she thinks the role of 

the City Council is to have oversight on how they use the police force and how they provide 

security to the citizens.  She stated she would become highly engaged with their partners at the 

Ramsey County Sherriff’s Department and look for ways to talk to residents about possible ideas 

and address their concerns and where they’re seeing issues. She said that is where they would 

have to reach out to NOHOA and collaborate to try some possible pilot programs and test out 

some scenarios, as they all understand that data provides them with more ways to understand 

problems and solutions.  Ms. Shah noted she was giving broad strokes, but she would like to 

work with NOHOA on some possible ideas.   

 

Mayor Nelson asked Ms. Shah if she had any questions or anything she’d like to add.  Ms. Shah 

said she knows the other candidates, she highly respects them and she thinks the Council has a 

very difficult decision.  She noted that she fully supports whoever the Council chooses as she 

would like to see their City move forward.  She thanked the Council for the process they put 

together.   

 

After the three interviews, Administrator Kress said Mayor Nelson could ask the Council what 

their impressions were and at the end of the night, they could make a recommendation.  Mr. 
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Kress said they had talked about doing an Oath of Office or appointment at the City’s next 

regular meeting in August.   

Councilmember Kingston said he is very grateful to have such qualified candidates come before 

the Council, which as Ms. Shah said, makes the decision that much more difficult.  As he looks 

at it, moving forward he’d like to see someone be inclusive and reach outside of the City to reach 

out to citizens, be available and bring a perspective that people can understand.  He also thinks 

it’s helpful that a couple of the candidates live on the periphery and sometimes those people who 

live in some of the outside communities of North Oaks don’t necessarily feel that they get the 

same level of representation as those who live in the inner part.  He said they have a slate of fine 

candidates and that any one of them could fit the bill, they just need to figure out which one 

comes to the forefront.   

Mayor Nelson noted that the materials and resumes submitted describe very qualified candidates.  

He also said the reference to incorporating into the Council individuals from the peripheral 

communities is a good idea.   

Attorney Nason noted that the Candidate Filing period starts the following day and she was 

unsure of the end date.  Since there is a two-year term, she wanted to point that out with respect 

to the timing of the decision-making process.   

Councilmember Kingston said he’d like to take a sense of the Council, figure out if they can 

identify a candidate and move forward.  He said his recommendation was that they recommend 

Ms. Sara Shah for a couple of reasons.  He noted because she lives on the exterior, it helps bridge 

the gap that they currently don’t have in the Council at the moment.  He said some of her 

comments that resonated were about the inclusiveness in working with NOHOA on some of the 

priorities that were mentioned.  Member Kingston said Ms. Shah has the experience, not only 

jumping in a few years back in previously serving on the Council to get an understanding of how 

they work, and also doing a fine job on the Planning Commission.  He said even though he is 

recommending Ms. Shah, the other candidates are certainly top quality, as well.   

Councilmember Long said he likes that Ms. Shah is a young mother, and that is the future with 

the children in the City and that is important.   

Mayor Nelson said there is a history on the City Council as well as the Planning Commission of 

trying to have broad representation within the seats and he thinks Ms. Shah represents some of 

those concerns very well.  He also noted that in few days there will be the opportunity to apply 

for City Council seats that will be vacant and there are several, so irrespective of who they select 

to fill former Councilmember Ross’s remaining term, there are also other opportunities.   

Councilmember Ries noted that all three of the candidates are very, very qualified and they are 

fortunate to have such highly qualified applicants.  She said it is important to have representation 

all over, but they don’t have representation on the East side, and that is a very important area that 
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is coming up in development.  She thinks that Mr. Sandell had some very good points, also, of 

being thorough and protective of the community and those really hit home for her in addressing 

long-term success of the community.  She noted he’s not only served on North Oaks Planning 

Commission but other cities as well.  She said Mr. Dujmovic has an amazing background, an 

amazing resume and is very articulate and thorough; he would also make an excellent 

representative.  She noted again, she thinks it’s important to put consideration into having 

someone who represents the East side at one of the City levels.   

 

Mr. Kress asked Attorney Nason if they make the motion, could they still appoint the person at 

the next Council meeting, as there wasn’t discussion on whether that would be done tonight or at 

the next meeting.  Ms. Nason said that is up to the Council, either to administer the Oath of 

Office tonight to the successful applicant, or it could be deferred until the next election.  She said 

the only timing piece is whoever is appointed to fill this vacancy, their term will terminate as 

soon as their successor is qualified to take office.  Because of the duration of the term, on the 

ballot it will be a two-year term for this particular office, and the others will be four-year terms, 

which doesn’t necessarily matter, but may make some difference to the individual who is 

running.   

 

Mayor Nelson noted this is a short-term appointment that will only exist until the election in 

November.   

 

Ms. Nason noted if the appointee takes the Oath of Office now, they are a sitting Councilmember 

with all the rights and responsibilities that associates.  If they do not take the Oath of Office until 

the August meeting, they are not able to exercise any of those powers until they are administered 

the Oath of Office.   

 

The Council agreed to have the swearing in ceremony and Oath of Office at the next City 

Council meeting on August 13, 2020. 

 

MOTION by Kington, seconded by Long to appoint Ms. Sara Shah to fulfill the remaining 

term of former Councilmember Katy Ross.  Motion carried by roll call as Members 

Kingston, Long and Nelson voted for; Member Ries voted against.   

 

ADJORNMENT 

MOTION by Kingston, seconded by Long, to adjourn the Council meeting at 5:27 p.m.  

Motion carried unanimously by roll call. 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 

Kevin Kress, City Administrator  Gregg Nelson, Mayor  

 

Date approved____________ 8/13/2020


