
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING July 12, 2018 

The Council Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gregg Nelson at the 
Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150, City of North Oaks, 
Minnesota. Present were Councilmembers Marty Long, Rick Kingston and Katy Ross.  Staff 
present: City Administrator Mike Robertson, City Attorney David Magnuson, Recording 
Secretary Gretchen Needham, and Videographer Maureen Anderson. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Nelson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Councilmember Long moved to approve the Agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Kingston and passed unanimously. 
 
Appointment of New Councilmember 
Councilmember Long moved to appoint Sara Shah of 6 Preserve Trail to fill the open 
seat on the City Council. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Kingston and 
passed unanimously. 
Sara Shah was sworn in as a new Councilmember by City Attorney Magnuson.  Due to a 
previous engagement Councilmember Shah left the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Citizen Comments 
Jack Anderson of 3 Overhill Drive congratulated Gregg Nelson on his appointment to Mayor 
and asked that he outline his position on three issues former Mayor Mike Egelston said still 
needed to be addressed by the Council; sharing governance with NOHOA, single source 
garbage collection, and the proposed Housing Maintenance Ordinance.   Mayor Nelson said 
he would do so in a future Mayor’s column. 
 
Consent Agenda 
1. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of June 14, 2018 for approval 
2. Minutes of the Natural Resources Commission meeting of June 21, 2018 for approval 
3. Contract with Lake Johanna Fire Department for Emergency Management Services 
4. Gambling Permit Application for Minnesota Urology Foundation —North Oaks Golf Club 
Licenses for Approval: Select Mechanical; North Suburban Plumbing, Inc.; Cameron Tree 
Services, Inc.; Green Climate Heating & Cooling; Burnsville Heating & Air Conditioning. 
Approval of Claims: 012739–012768 
Councilmember Long moved to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Kingston and passed unanimously. 
 

Appointment of Deputy Mayor 
Councilmember Long moved to appoint Councilmember Kingston as Deputy Mayor. 
The motion was seconded by Mayor Nelson and passed 3-0 with Councilmember 
Ross abstaining. 
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Petitions, Requests, & Communication 
1. Deputy Mike Burrell’s report 

 On June 18, three or four calls came into the Sherriff’s office about canvassing in 
North Oaks. The canvassers left politely when Deputy Mike asked them to.  If 
residents are approached by canvassers, call the Sherriff’s department to report it. 

 Four citations over the past month were given out for fishing. 
 A vehicle was stolen on June 26; the car was unlocked and the keys had been left 

inside.  The car was recovered a few days later in St. Paul.  
 A person was arrested for DUI in front of City Hall on July 12. 

 
2. NOHOA—Enforcing Privacy on NOHOA Property 

NOHOA President Kathie Emmons spoke about nonresidents parking on NOHOA land to 
use the trails. Councilmember Ross has been working with Deputy Burrell to track the 
number of nonresident cars.  There have been 80 cars with non-resident license plates 
logged parking at the trailheads since April and that is without checking daily. Emmons 
said that residents could be given guest passes that guests would then have to display in 
vehicles. Councilmember Long noted something similar had been done years ago when 
he was on the NOHOA Board.  City Attorney Magnuson said that the Council would have 
to pass a Resolution to establish parking laws.  Administrator Robertson said he would 
work with NOHOA Executive Director Mikeya Griffin to develop language for the signs 
and Resolution and this would be on next month’s Council agenda. 

 
Unfinished Business 
1. Lake Weed Management 

Administrator Robertson noted that Matt Riehm of Dockside Aquatics is scheduled to 
remove weeds the week of July 23; $20,000 is budgeted for weed removal. Council 
agreed to start at the beach area and then go counter clockwise around the lake until the 
budget is spent. 
Councilmember Ross moved to approve the weed removal for July 2018. The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Kingston and passed unanimously. 

 
2. Public Hearing—Proposed Water Service Ordinance No. 127 

Administrator Robertson said this ordinance is in response to a court order restricting 
municipal well water usage within a 5-mile radius of White Bear Lake. Mayor Nelson 
opened the public hearing for comments 7:43 p.m. 
After hearing no comments Councilmember Long moved to close the public 
hearing at 7:43 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Kingston and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Councilmember Long moved to approve Ordinance No. 127 regarding Water 
Service. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Kingston and passed 
unanimously. 
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New Business 
1. Update on Clearview efforts 

Administrator Robertson reviewed the efforts to enforce the Clearview ordinance 

which requires vegetation be cleared 5 feet back from the road and 13 feet up.  He said 

that only 10 or so side streets remain to be checked for compliance. He said the 

response to City letters has been very good.  He said that on the main roads that City 

Forester S&S Tree Service found about 112 properties that needed work.  These 

properties will be contacted in late fall.  If the work is not done by February S&S Tree 

will do the work and it will be assessed to the property owner. 

2. Consider Styrofoam ban 
Councilmember Ross said a resident asked her to look at a Styrofoam ban in North 
Oaks.  She suggested that the Recycling Committee be convened to consider a ban on 
Styrofoam that would apply only to businesses that sell prepared food items. She said 
she has already had some discussions with businesses about this.  Councilmember 
Kingston suggested that the Committee also discuss plastic straws as some cities 
around the country are looking at that.  Administrator Robertson said that staff will 
occasionally get calls about composting and suggested that also be reviewed. 

 
Councilmember Reports 

Katy Ross  

 Hot Dog with a Deputy will be at the West Rec on July 17. 

 On August 14 there will be a recycling tour at Eureka Recycling. 

 

Marty Long 

 VLAWMO is looks at changes to its leadership. 

 The Cable Commission is changing leadership as well with a new Executive Director 

starting in a week. 

 

Rick Kingston 

 The Tick Task Force meets next Tuesday, July 17. 

 The Lake Johanna Fire Department Board meets July 18. 

 

Gregg Nelson 

 Six candidates applied for the vacated City Council seat; Mayor Nelson was impressed 

with the caliber and talent of the candidates. 

 He requested a Council Workshop be set in the next month to review priorities for the 

remainder of the year.  Council was directed to send available dates to Administrator 

Robertson. 
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Miscellaneous 

Next Natural Resource Commission Meeting is Thursday, July 19, 2018 at 7:00 pm. 

Next Planning Commission Meeting is Thursday, July 26, 2018 at 7:00 pm. 

Next Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting is Thursday, August 9, 2018 at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Adjournment 

On motion duly made by Councilmember Kingston, seconded by Councilmember 

Long and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

 

 

Attest:        Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

 

___________________________________________   ________________________________________ 

City Administrator Mike Robertson    Gretchen Needham 

        Recording Secretary 

 

 


