
North Oaks Natural Resources Commission 

NRC Meeting Minutes 

Virtual Meeting via Teleconference or Electronic Means Only 

June 18, 2020 at 7 p.m. 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

Chair Hawkins called the meeting of June 18, 2020, to order at 7:05 p.m.  

 

2. ROLL CALL   

NRC members participated by telephone or other electronic means pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 13D.021.  

 

Present: Present: Chair Andrew Hawkins, Vice Chair Kate Winsor, Commissioners Bob Larson, 

Damien Lepoutre, and David White; City Council Liaison Council Member Katy Ross; NOHOA 

Liaison Patricia Orud 

Staff Present: Recording Secretary Debbie Breen and City Administrator Kevin Kress 

A quorum was declared present.  

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

MOTION by White, seconded by Larson, to approve the agenda as submitted.  

MOTION carried unanimously by roll call. 

 

4. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

There were no public Comments. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MONTH’S MINUTES 

Review of April 16, 2020 Natural Resources Commission Minutes 

MOTION by Winsor, seconded by White, to approve the minutes as submitted.  

MOTION carried unanimously by roll call. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6a. Woodland Subcommittee Update 

 Commissioner Lepoutre reported that NRC created a subcommittee to support decisions 

and ordinances on trees' management. The Subcommittee has written a charter that 

defines goals and method to reach these goals. Overall plan is to provide to the North 

Oaks NRC a Woodland Management plan using the following steps: 1) Define Vision in 

20-30 years for North Oaks Woodlands, 2) understand where we are today using EAW, 

etc. 3) then start working on the Management plan. Goal is to propose and help City 

design action plan and ordinances if any to help meet these goals. Many elements are to 

be considered due to different types of land, ownership, and stewardship commitments: 

NOHOA, North Oaks Company and residents, similar tree coverage as in many wooded 

nature preserves but not a nature preserve and not urban isolated trees. Members of this 

group include: Damien Lepoutre from NRC, Mark Rehder as City Forester, Patricia Orud 

from NOHOA, Jon Cotner from NOHOA Nest working on the Natural Environment 

Plan, and Joyce Yoshimura-Rank from the Planning Commission. They will work with 



State Science experts and collect all current documents from NOHOA and City. They 

plan to work with DNR and State resource then determine if a budget is needed for this 

project.  

 This is a subcommittee of the Natural Resources Committee as a working group, to help 

bring proposals back to the City.  

 Commissioner Winsor mentioned that a University of Minnesota Professor and former 

chair of the NRC may be able to help. This resident may have also helped NEST in the 

past. NOHOA Liaison Orud will look for the name of that resident to pass along to 

Lepoutre. 

 NOHOA Liaison Orud mentioned that while NEST cannot officially be on the 

subcommittee, they are happy to cooperate and work together on this initiative.  

 Any minutes from this subcommittee are requested to be forwarded to Administrator 

Kress, to be distributed to the NRC. 

 Next meeting of the Woodlands Tree group is next Tuesday, June 23, 2020.  

 

 

6b. Tick Task Force April 2020 Meeting Minutes 

 Commissioner White mentioned that the Task force last met in April, with the next 

meeting is July 21, 2020. 

 Committee is concerned that the responses seem to be low this year, and wonder if the 

change in platform to Polco is a contributing factor.  Steady decline from 133 last year, to 

55 this year.    

 There was discussion about whether this is the natural result of the great work and 

initiatives of the TTF, or if it would be prudent to reopen the survey and put it out after 

the summer months when ticks are active and people are outside (instead of the 

winter/spring survey).   

 White to check in with Brooke to see if she would like to present summary results to 

Council.  

 

7. COMMISSIONER / STAFF REPORTS 

7a.Tick Task Force Report: David White 

 No additional report. 

 

7b. Community Outreach: Winsor Report 

 A few email blasts have gone out from City and NOHOA regarding celebrating earth 

day, and another on Pollinators.  June issue of NO news will have Celebrate Pollinators 

June 22-28
th

, and July regarding international year of plant health.  

 Commissioners asked to send any pertinent information to City for Eblast and Facebook 

page. 

 

7c. NOHOA/ NEST Report: Patricia Orud 

 The entrance to the Mary Hill Park has been cleaned up and replanted with native plants.  

 Pollinator work continues.  Forest Rehder is also busy working with NOHOA regarding what 

trees to save. 

 Weed removal is going on in the lake, swimmers itch is being treated, and carp removal is 

planned for later in the summer.  

 



7d. City Report: Katy Ross 

 Council member Ross City mentioned that council has approved the Nord and Anderson Wood 

preliminary plans. 

 Next set of locking Mailboxes have been arrived and are being distributed.  

 Recycling has been hard because of the volume of people being home. People are being 

reminded to flatten boxes.  This week there were 7 trips needed instead of 5 trips to Eureka. 

 Forester Rehder spoke on Operation Clearview program, and efforts to review all main 

thoroughfares to ensure they are cleared 5 feet in from the street and 15 feet up.   

 City Staff will put Clearview reminder in Eblast and Facebook page. 

 Recycling Day is coming on June 27
th

 at Southpoint park from 8 a.m.– 12 p.m. and will 

include a scrap metal truck. 

 Forester Rehder mentioned that the Oriental Bittersweet approvals are coming in. Brush Pick 

up went very well with 35 residents participating in the service.  EAB letters are starting to go 

to those 185 properties with a high ash population primarily in the Southcenter part of the 

community where the environment is wetter and lower in elevation.  
 

8. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, July 16, 2020 at 7 p.m. through Virtual Means 

 

ADJOURN: 

MOTION by Larson, seconded by White, to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.   

MOTION carried unanimously by roll call. 

 

_____________________ _________________ 

Kevin Kress, City Administrator  Chair, Andrew Hawkins  

 

Date approved: ____________ 


