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Natural Resources Commission Minutes 
May 16, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Call to Order: 
Chair Bob Larson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present: Chair Bob Larson, Vice Chair Kate Winsor, Commissioner Dan McDermott, City Council 
Liaison Mayor Gregg Nelson and NOHOA Liaison Diane Gorder 
Staff: City Administrator Mike Robertson and Recording Secretary Debbie Breen 
Absent:  Commissioners Damien Lepoutre and David White 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Commissioner McDermott moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Winsor seconded. 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Commissioner McDermott moved to approve the April 18, 2019 minutes as amended. 
Commissioner Winsor seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Pollination resolution 
NOHOA Liaison Gorder has some suggested changes to the draft of the proposed Pollinator 
Resolution 1347, along with some input from the Hill Farm Society and Golf Club which could be 
incorporated. Gorder asked if there was funding to give grants to establish pollinator friendly 
areas.  Administrator Robertson stated there is $7,000 that is budgeted for the NRC. That has 
been the source of funding for tree seedlings and other similar expenditures. Commissioner 
McDermott was concerned about how much behind the scenes work would be needed to set 
up guidelines for a grant process. Gorder said the Resolution doesn’t need to refer specifically 
to a North Oaks Grant, it could just be encouraging residents to be part of any grant program. 
Council Liaison Nelson suggested that on page 3 we just leave it a bit more general stating “The 
City shall encourage establishing and protecting pollinator habitat.”- removing “through awards 
and grant programs”. He also recommended taking out the sentence regarding playing fields on 
page 2 which begins “In order to preserve the quality of the playing surface on high value sports 
field” as that is NOHOA’s responsibility. 
 
Robertson asked everyone to send him any further changes. NOHOA Liaison Gorder asked for 
him to be sure to include the date within the name of the next version, so the draft version 
process is clear. The NRC will review this again in July. 
 
Review of NRC mission statement: 
Administrator Robertson has reviewed the NRC files looking for any record of an NRC Mission 
Statement already in existence to help clarify their role within our community. He found a 
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Natural Resources Task Force document that outlines an extensive executive summary. Both 
Winsor and Gorder recall working on a recent concise mission statement for the NRC. They will 
look in their files. Commissioner McDermott thought it should be short and sweet. Chair Larson 
mentioned that it was probably something along the lines of “Preserving our Natural Resources 
along with Education”. 
 
Discussion of NRC role in Development: 
Administrator Robertson asked Commissioners how they felt about wanting to weigh in as a 
collective Commission on developments.  Council Liaison Nelson recommend the Commission 
could review proposed developments and then issue a short letter to Council with items of 
concern or support. Chair Larson mentioned that he believes the NRC should focus on natural 
preservations, not get into the weeds of detail. Commissioner McDermott believes residents 
are more sensitive now to environmental concerns than 20 years. Robertson said that currently 
VLMAO, the Planning Commission, City Council and others get into the details of proposed 
development and conditions. If NRC wants to be involved, City could share information at the 
same time as Planning commission, and they could issue a letter indicated any concerns they 
would hope be addressed. An official vote would be taken to establish the official opinion of the 
NRC. Commissioners agreed that was a good idea. 
 
Tick Task Force Report 
Chair Larson communicated that North Oaks Tick Task force is the winner of the League of 
Minnesota Cities 2019 City of Excellence Award for the category of cities with populations of 
5,000 – 19,999. This is an important and valued recognition that will establish a precedence, 
and good guidelines to use as a reference by other cities. The Award winners will be recognized 
at the Minnesota Cities Awards Show & Dinner on Thursday, June 27 in Duluth. 
 
Kate Winsor’s Report 
The June issue of North Oaks News will feature an article on Garlic Mustard. It is a reprint of a 
prior article from a few years ago, but it’s very active in our community right now. The North 
Oaks Garden Sale went well with giving out tree seedlings. The bulletin board wasn’t too visible 
behind the tree seedlings so we may wish to try to feature this in a different location or manner 
in future. About 50 Red Maples are left and the NRC will inquire about having a booth at 
Summerfest to give away the remaining trees.  
 
City Update—Administrator Robertson  
Last month it was shared that we won a grant for removal of oriental bittersweet. The City is in 
the process of replacing City Attorney Dave Magnuson, and there are 10 applicants being 
interviewed next Friday May 24th. Another topic to be addressed with NOHOA includes clarity 
on what role they play in reviewing developments, as they are a signatory on the East Oaks 
Master Plan. 
 
NOHOA/NEST Update 
• NOHOA Liaison Gorder stated that Emerald Ash Borer has been found by the Pump house.  

NOHOA is removing as many ash trees as they can within their given budget, and 40 trees 
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are also being injected for treatment. She encourages all to come to the Frog and Toad 
event taking place on Friday May 31st. Dawn Tanner will be sharing how to recognize the 
various frog sounds within our unique North Oaks habitat. They are also planning a 
buckthorn education removal program in the fall on a Saturday morning to educate 
residents on how to eradicate this invasive species. There may be a request to the City to do 
a fall brush pick up after they talk about how to remove. Administrator Robertson 
mentioned only 6 signed up so far for Spring brush pick up. Fall is the best time to do 
pruning work, so this may give better results. 

 
Other Business 
• Coyotes were discussed in the monthly meeting with Sheriff meeting.  Mario Lee mentioned 

that he’d be glad to go out and meet with concerned residents. He will also be promoting 
the video from experts on living with coyotes and encouraging residents to harass and make 
noise to make them unwelcome on resident property. 

• Robertson mentioned that there was a report of possible repeat trespasser from a year ago 
back wandering North Oaks.  City has put out on Facebook page warnings to call 911 or City 
Hall for trespassers, solicitors or any unusual activity, and Officer Burrell and Ramsey county 
will come issue tickets. McDermott inquired about the higher number of bicycles coming 
through our roads this time of year. Administrator Robertson stated Deputy Burrell can’t 
stop a bicycle without cause, just like a car. If there is even 1 biker in the group that is a 
resident, then they are considered valid guests. Deputy Burrell will also start looking for 
people out fishing around our lakes. 

• Andrew Hawkins, new resident in Rapp as of November, introduced himself as being 
interested in the NRC Commissioner opening. He is a Scientist and a Biologist by day. He 
moved here from Colorado after working with a company in environment fuels. Currently 
he works in the Animal Health industry. Environmental stewardship is his biggest focus, and 
he would want to encourage other residents to become involved. 

 
Winsor indicated to Mr. Hawkins that NRC Commissioners would be expected to volunteer 
at several community events including Garden Club sale, Hill Farm fest, and Summerfest to 
help staff a booth and share environmental awareness. Council Liaison Nelson also 
mentioned that attendance at monthly NRC meetings is important. Mr. Hawkins inquired 
about the application process, and indicated he will formally reach out to Administrator 
Robertson to apply for the open position. 

 
Adjournment: 
Commissioner Winsor made a motion to adjourn. McDermott seconded.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. The meeting ended at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: June 20, 2019 
 


