
Natural Resource Commission Minutes
April 20, 2017
7:00 PM

Call to Order:
Chair Larson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call:
Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners David White, Dan McDermott, Kate Winsor, John Murphy, City Council Liaison Marty Long, NOHOA Liaison Diane Gorder.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson and Administrative Assistant Mary Belden.

Approval of Agenda:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Winsor seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.

Approval of Minutes:
Commissioner McDermott moved to approve the March 16, 2017 minutes with modifications.  Commissioner White seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.

Conservation Award
Chair Larson reviewed the work of the subcommittee.  He noted that he had presented the information on tick habitat reduction to the Tick Task Force and was awaiting their feedback.  Commissioner Winsor passed out a proposed flier she developed for the various awards which received positive feedback from the commissioners.  Chair Larson asked how the candidates would contact the Natural Resource Commission.  Administrator Robertson suggested through city hall.  Commissioner White asked if we would be able to add new categories as needed in the future and was told yes.

City Brush Policy
Administrator Robertson reviewed the change in City policy regarding brush and fallen trees with commissioners.  Previously the City had waited for complaints and now it will be proactive.  Councilmember Long said that the Council’s position is to try to reduce the tick population due to concerns with Lyme Disease and to remove unsightly brush in the community.  The Council wants to be proactive on this issue and would like feedback from the Natural Resources Commissioners.  Robertson said his direction from Council was to send out a letter to the top offenders.  There was some discussion among the commissioners about the need to determine what is unsightly and what is natural.  Commissioner Murphy stated there is a fine line with regard to this.  Robertson said the normal complaint from residents has to do with piles of brush in their neighbor’s yard.  NOHOA Liaison Gorder wondered if we were consulting with the City Forester regarding this.  Robertson said he had spoken with the City Forester.  Robertson reported that Brush Pick Up Day is May 19.

Commissioner Winsor asked Robertson if he is concentrating on just brush or downed trees too.  Robertson said this effort includes downed trees as well.  NOHOA Liaison Gorder stated that if the goal is to reduce tick habitat she recommended having a professional involved in the process.  She is willing to go out to properties and advise residents on how to reduce tick habitats.  Commissioner McDermott agreed with Liaison Gorder’s recommendation.

Tick Task Force Report
Chair Larson said that the Task Force meeting was about the recent Lyme Disease survey.  There were 445 replies to the survey which represents approximately 26% of the community.  Commissioner White stated that the meeting was recorded and will be replayed on Ch. 16.

Deer Management Report
Administrator Robertson reported that it has been a very successful year.  133 deer were killed, 80 by trapping and 53 by shooting.  He stated that next year the City will make a bigger effort to locate additional safe places for shooting deer.  There was some discussion about the turkey issue.  It is the same kind of permit process as used for the deer according to the DNR.  Robertson stated that he has gotten 2 turkey complaint calls and that the Council hasn’t decided whether it would spend money to reduce turkeys.  Commissioner Winsor stated that we need to keep in mind the biologic aspect of the turkeys before we decide to start eliminating them.  She would like to see a biologist review the turkey situation in North Oaks before any action is taken.

Kate Winsor’s Report
Commissioner Winsor submitted an article for weed of the month and will submit another one   next month.  She also interviewed residents Kyler and Gail Nelson and wrote an article about the Clemson Leveler; she will submit that article next month.

City Update
Administrator Robertson reported that at the last Planning Commission meeting there was discussion about a 5 acre park for the Red Forest Way area next to Black Lake.  The plan is for benches and trails but no athletic fields.  There was also discussion about a parks and recreation survey at the Planning Commission meeting.  This was brought up to Council and the feedback was to look at doing a larger survey for other topics in the city.  The cost for such a survey would be over $20,000.  Robertson stated that if the larger survey is done he would want the Natural Resources Commission to develop questions for the survey.

NOHOA Update
NOHOA Liaison Gorder reported that Mary Hill Park will do a spring burn as well as the Historic Hill Farm.  She also reported on the new program for developing a gravel bed for propagating trees.  The City Forester thinks these trees would be great for shoreland restoration. They are looking at a site at the North Oaks Golf Club on the north side of the tennis courts.  The plan is to build over the summer and plant the trees the following spring.

Other Business:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Murphy asked if the NRC was giving out trees at the Garden Club sale on Saturday, May 13 and was told yes.

Chair Larson reported that he attended the DNR meeting regarding the proposed White Bear Lake augmentation and also attended a meeting with the Met Council Environment Committee.  He shared details about both meetings. 

Adjournment:
Commissioner Murphy made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner White seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The meeting ended at 8:21 p.m.

Next Meeting:  May 18, 2017

