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The Planning Commission Meeting was called to order by Chair Katy Ross at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive Suite 150, City of North Oaks.  Also present were Commissioners David Pfuhl, Nancy Reid, Joyce Yoshimura-Rank, Bob Turkington, and Kara Ries.  Commissioner Paul Lesieur was absent.   City Administrator Mike Robertson, Administrative Assistant Mary Belden, Videographer Maureen Anderson, and City Planner Jim Robinson were also present.
Approval of Agenda

Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank moved to approve the Agenda. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reid and passed unanimously.
Public Hearing-Conditional Use Permit #17-02, 37 Catbird Lane - Request for Garage Larger than 1,500 Square Feet
Administrator Robertson noted that the original application said 38 Catbird Lane but that subsequent information indicated that the vacant lot would be 37 Catbird.  He noted the applicant owns both lots. The proposal includes a 991 square foot attached garage and a two level detached garage.  The detached garage has 1001 square feet on top with driveway access.  The lower level has 873 square feet and does not have driveway access at this time.  Because the lower level of the detached garage could eventually be accessed, it has been included in the total garage square footage of 2,865.  A CUP is required for any garage over 1,500 square feet.  The lot is 3 acres and the proposed home is 7,976 square feet.  He also indicated that the lot is right on the diving line between two school districts.  Robertson noted the findings of fact and that the applicant met the requirements governing Conditional Use Permits.

Robertson said the applicant was also requesting approval to grade into the 30 foot side yard setback.  Because the proposed grading would reverse the current drainage and direct water back on to the applicant’s property, the City Engineer considers the proposed drainage a net positive for the property.  Robertson said that the hearing had been noticed in the Shoreview Press and notices sent to adjacent property owners.
Chair Ross opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. and asked for comments or questions.  The builder, Greg Anderson, described the proposed home and said he was available to answer questions.  With no other comments, Chair Ross closed the hearing at 7:07 p.m.  Commissioner Pfuhl asked if there was any precedent in North Oaks for a project like this and Robertson said yes.  Commissioner Ries asked if there were any other City ordinances that would cause limitations on the property.  Robertson said they would be controlled by the Residential Single Family zoning requirements and their proposal meets all those requirements.

Chair Ross asked about approval from the Architectural Supervisory Committee and was told the homeowner had received approval.  Commissioner Turkington asked if the structure would be visible from the street and was told yes but that there would be tree cover.

Commissioner Reid made a motion to recommend approve the CUP with the following conditions: 1) That the garage shall be constructed in the same architectural style as the principle building structure per the submitted plans; 2) That temporary erosion control measures must be identified; and 3) That the garage shall be used for only private residential non-commercial use.  Commissioner Pfuhl seconded.  The motion was approved by all.
Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Reid moved to approve the Minutes from the February 23, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pfuhl and passed unanimously.
Public Hearing-Proposed Zoning Ordinance Changes

Administrator Robertson reviewed each of the proposed changes and stated that the hearing had been noticed in the Shoreview Press.  Chair Ross opened the public hearing at 7:19 p.m. and asked for questions or comments.  With no comments the hearing closed at 7:19 p.m.
Commissioner Ries expressed her concern on striking the entire security bond section and felt it would be advantageous for the city to have something on the books to protect the City.  Robertson said he was fine with this as long as “performance bond” and “security bond” were replaced with “local bank letter of credit, cash deposit or other security acceptable to the City”.
Commissioner Ries asked about Ordinance 151.048 Lot Divided by Zoning District Line.  Robertson said that he was not aware of any lot in North Oaks that was divided between two zoning districts.
Commissioner Reid made a motion to recommend approval of the zoning ordinance changes with the change noted above.  Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank seconded.  The motion was approved by all.
Comprehensive Plan Update

City Planner Robinson reviewed Chapter 3 - Public Facilities: Parks, Recreation and Open Space of the Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Reid asked if trails were counted as part of the total park acreage.  Robinson said no due to the fact that many trails run through parks.  Chair Ross asked about the land in Rapp Farm that was to become a park and he replied that park was moved to what is now East Wilkinson Park.  Robinson said that a 5 acre park is referenced in Red Forest Way and asked the commission for feedback on that.  Commissioners asked how land is typically chosen for a park.  Administrator Robertson said that in his experience in previous communities there was a Park Commission and they would typically walk the land and determine the best sites depending on what they were looking for.  He suggested that the Planning Commission was probably best suited to do that or possibly the Natural Resources Commission.  Chair Ross said that references to the 2000 Census should be changed to the 2010 Census.  Commissioner Reid suggested that the trail that ends just to the east of Rapp Farm should be extended so that it is connected to Rapp Farm.  She also suggested adjusting the colors of the trail map so that it is easier to read.
John Clayton of 18 Osprey Court addressed the commissioners and reiterated the desire of the residents of the Villas of Wilkinson Lake that Osprey Park remain designated as a neighborhood park.  Chair Ross asked what the residents like to see there and Mr. Clayton stated passive trails for the residents to use.  Robinson said that the area was currently designated as a neighborhood park and he saw no reason to recommend any change.  Administrator Robertson said that having athletic fields on the site would require parking and that there was no area suitable for parking nearby unless there was driveway access from Centerville Road.  He did not think that Ramsey County would grant an access as they were trying to limit accesses on to Centerville Road.
Commissioners noted that there was information in the Comp Plan based on a survey that was done in 1994.  There was discussion whether a new survey would be appropriate.  The general consensus was that the commissioners would like to pursue this.  Mr. Robinson stated that he could get a proposal on conducting a new survey.  Administrator Robertson said he would put this on the next Council agenda to get their feedback.
Review of Conditional Use Permit - House Size Section

Administrator Robertson said he passed along the Planning Commission’s comments to the Council regarding the conditional use permit process for increasing house size.  The Council would like the Planning Commission to take a look at the language.  Robertson suggested that perhaps the easiest way to change the language would be to increase the current setback of two feet for each additional foot to three feet, four feet or higher.  Chair Ross suggested the commissioners review it and will put it on the agenda for next meeting.
City Update

Administrator Robertson updated Commissioners on Council actions.  Commissioner Reid talked about the tagging of ash trees in North Oak with green ribbons and suggested ribbons that say the trees are being removed due to emerald ash borer disease.

Next Meeting

The next Planning Commission Meeting is Thursday, April 27, 2017 at 7 p.m. at the Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive.
Adjournment
On motion made by Commissioner Reid, seconded by Commissioner Ries and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,

____________________________ 



_____________________________
Chair Katy Ross





Mary Belden








Recording Secretary

PAGE  

