
 

Planning Commission Meeting 
March 29, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 
Call to Order: 
Chair Ross called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present: Commissioners Paul Lesieur, Bob Turkington, Joyce Yoshimura-Rank, Kara Ries, and 
Councilmember Katy Ross. 
Staff: Recording Secretary Gretchen Needham and City Administrator Mike Robertson. 
Absent: Commissioners David Pfuhl and Nancy Reid. 
 

Approval of Agenda and Last Month’s Meeting Minutes: 
Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank moved to approve March 29, 2018 agenda and the February 
12, 2018 meeting minutes. Commissioner Ries seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Review of Past Variances 
Administrator Robertson reviewed his research into past variance requests.  Electronic records 
go back to 1999.  There have been seven requests for variances from the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
in that time frame; only two were granted. In 1996, a variance to the FAR was granted for a 
property on Evergreen Road and there was a variance granted for Incarnation Church in 2004 
based on the free exercise of religion.  The other five requests were for residential properties 
and were turned down.  There were no requests for variances for size of a detached accessory 
building except for one that was part of a request for a FAR variance and was turned down.  
Robertson said there were a variety of other variance requests from requirements for setback, 
lot size, septic size, etc.  While these were more likely to be granted there were still many that 
were turned down.  He noted several occasions where variance requests were rejected due to 
lack of information showing that this was the least possible variance and the applicant returned 
several months later with revised plans asking for a smaller variance that were granted. 
 
Commissioners said that this was very informative and suggested that it showed there was 
minimal demand for FAR variances and almost none for detached accessory building variances. 
 
Proposed Accessory Building Ordinance Changes 
Commissioners Yoshimura-Rank and Ries suggested maintaining the current FAR and not 
altering the City’s Accessory Building Ordinance. Commissioner Lesieur also agreed that the FAR 
has been working well.  
Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank moved to keep the existing FAR ordinance and not make any 
changes. Commissioner Ries seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 
 



 

Commissioner Lesieur moved to keep the existing Detached Accessory Building Ordinance 
151.026 (A) as is and not make changes at this time. Commissioner Ries seconded. Motion 
approved unanimously. 
 
City Update 
1. The City’s table at the Home Improvement Fair was busy and well attended, with lots of 
questions about ticks, for example. 
2. Councilmember Ross participated in the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Citizens Academy and 
wrote an article about her experience for the North Oaks News. 
3. Councilmember Ross and Administrator Robertson will be attending a Sheriff’s meeting for 
area elected officials to review procedures for handling a critical incident. 
4. Recycling tours at Eureka are being scheduled. 
5. The City has started making a list of those residents planning to take advantage of the Brush 
Pickup day, which is Friday, May 18. 
6. A Massage Therapist license has been granted for Hair on Earth. 
 
 
Adjournment:  
Commissioner Ries made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Yoshimura-Rank seconded. The 
motion was approved unanimously. The meeting ended at 7:23 pm. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, April 26, 2018 
 


