
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING November 8, 2018 

The Council Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Councilmember Mayor Gregg 
Nelson at the Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150, City of North 
Oaks, Minnesota. Present were Mayor Gregg Nelson; Councilmembers Marty Long, Katy 
Ross, and Sara Shah; City Administrator Mike Robertson, City Attorney David Magnuson, 
Recording Secretary Gretchen Needham, and Videographer Maureen Anderson. 
Councilmember Rick Kingston was absent. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Councilmember Long moved to approve the Agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Ross and passed unanimously. 
 
There were no Citizen Comments. 
 
Consent Agenda 
1. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of October 11, 2018 for approval 
2. Minutes of the Natural Resources Commission meeting of October 18, 2018 for 

approval 
3. Approve Gambling Permit Application for Children’s Hospital Association — North Oaks 

Golf Club 
 
Licenses for Approval: Advanced Heating and Air; Air Jeffs Heating and Air Conditioning; 
Bill Rascher Mechanical Inc.; Comfort By Design; G & H Heating and Air Conditioning Inc.; J 
& A Heating and Air, LLC; Perfection Heating & Air; Professional Mechanical Services; S & R 
Appliance Repair Inc. 
 
Approval of Claims: Checks #12876–12905 
Councilmember Ross moved to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Shah and passed unanimously. 
 
Petitions, Requests, & Communication 
1. Approve Conservation Award for Invasive Species Control to Joseph & Therese 
Galatowitsch of Pine road. Council congratulated the Galatowitschs’ for their work. 
 
2. Deputy Mike Burrell’s Report 
 A car break-in occurred in October. Two young men were captured on video 

rummaging through the car, and the Sheriff’s Office is investigating. There was also a 
package theft in the Rapp Farm area; the package had been left unattended for a few 
days before it was taken. 

 About 20 tickets are written per month for speeding in North Oaks. As we enter the 
winter months, Deputy Burrell reminds residents to follow the speed limit and drive 
carefully. 
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 A gas line was cut on East Pleasant Lake Road on November 2 but the gas was shut off 
quickly by Xcel Energy. Road construction continues on Dogwood Lane and East 
Pleasant Lake Road. 

 Phone scams continue, and residents should stay alert and report any such calls to the 
Sherriff’s office. 

 
Unfinished Business 
1. Public Hearing on Proposed Special Assessments 
Mayor Nelson reopened the public hearing which was continued from the October Council 
meeting. No one spoke. 
Councilmember Long moved to close the public hearing on Proposed Special 
Assessments at 7:21 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Shah and 
passed unanimously. 
Administrator Robertson reviewed which assessments had been paid since October and 
recommended adoption of the proposed Assessment Roll. 
Councilmember Ross moved to approve Resolution 1344 the Special Assessment 
Roll. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Shah and passed unanimously. 
 
2. Proposed Social Media Policy 
Councilmember Shah and Administrator Robertson reviewed the draft policy, noting it 
continues to evolve. Councilmember Ross said she had reviewed it and had some 
comments. Mayor Nelson said he hadn’t had time to review it and asked that it be carried 
over until the next meeting. Council agreed that the League of Minnesota Cities should 
review the document once they have completed their review in December. 
 

3. Purchase of Polco Survey Tool 

Councilmember Ross said she had reviewed the survey tool and had some questions about 

the response rate and how the tool would be administered by the City. Council agreed they 

had to be concerned about not surveying people too much and agreed that all survey 

requests would have to be approved by the Council. 

Councilmember Shah moved to purchase the Polco Survey Tool. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Long and passed unanimously. 
 

New Business 
1. Approve Planning Services contract with Northwest Associated Consultants. 
Administrator Robertson noted that all the planners at Sambatek had left or retired. 
Sambatek then contracted with Northwest Associated Consultants (NAC), a planning 
consultant firm, to handle planning for their clients. Robertson was familiar with NAC, 
having used them in two other communities. He met with them and reviewed North Oaks’ 
issues. Rather than have NAC bill the City through Sambatek, which would have added an 
administrative charge, he asked them to submit a contract. City Attorney Magnuson 
reviewed the contract and found it to be fair and straightforward. Bob Kirmis, who has 
been with NAC for 27 years, introduced himself to the Council and said he would be the 
main contact with the City. 
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Councilmember Ross moved to approve the contract with Northwest Associated 
Consultants. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Long and passed 
unanimously. 
 
2. Discussion of a Possible Cleanup Day for spring 2019 
Councilmember Ross suggested the Council look at holding a Clean Up Day for residents in 
the spring. She has gotten quotes from two companies and is following up with a third to 
get the best pricing options. This event will allow residents to off-load bulky and hard-to-
recycle items, as well as shred excess paper, at a local spot such as the West Rec. The day 
will probably be scheduled for May after road restrictions come off. Administrator 
Robertson said based on his experience in other communities the Council should not 
expect to break even on a Clean Up Day. 
Councilmember Ross moved to approve $15,000 in the budget for a Cleanup Day in 
spring of 2019. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Long and passed 
unanimously. 
 
3. Set a Budget Workshop 
Councilmembers will agree upon a time for a Budget Workshop some time later in 
November. 
 
4. Cable System Upgrade 
Administrator Robertson reported that the current equipment for recording and 
broadcasting the meetings to the public is woefully out of date and overdue for 
replacement. The Council has budgeted for replacement. An upgrade of equipment will 
start soon and should be completed in a few months. 
 
Councilmember Reports 

Katy Ross  

 Planning Commission is making progress on the Comprehensive Plan. Comments and 

feedback from the North Oaks Home Owners’ Association have been incorporated into 

the document. The next rewrite should be ready for review next month. 

 

Sara Shah 

 The email distribution list continues to grow. The Shoreview Communication Director 

has had productive feedback ideas as how to handle various issues. The Natural 

Resources Commission will merge their Facebook page with the City’s page.  

 Videos were made through CTV of Councilmembers and these videos are currently 

available on the City website. 

 

Marty Long 

 North Oaks does not have to contribute to the maintenance of ditches in other 

communities, according to VLAWMO. 

 CTV has free hours the  City can use. More content can be added.  
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 Congratulations were made by Councilmember Long to NOHOA for removing the 

gatehouse and starting improvements on the entrance. 

 

Mayor Gregg Nelson 

 Mayor Nelson attended a FEMA meeting about emergency preparedness. 

 Mayor Nelson thanked all the candidates for running in the recent elections. He also 

thanked residents for being informed and voting in the election. Mayor Nelson thanked 

Councilmember Shah for her efforts thus far improving communications and social 

media output for the City. 

 
City Administrator Report 

 Robertson suggested a Zoning Permit be created which would address land reclamation 

and fences and sheds. These issues do not require building permits but must be 

reviewed so that they are in compliance with the City Zoning Ordinance. He suggested 

$50 per permit. Councilmember Shah questioned whether this puts an undue hardship 

on residents who are mostly compliant. Councilmember Long suggested the amount of 

dirt allowed to be moved without a permit should be increased and that the permit be 

renamed; Mayor Nelson agreed on these points. Robertson will work up another draft 

of the permit for the next Council Meeting. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Next Natural Resource Commission Meeting is Thursday, November 15, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

Next Planning Commission Meeting is Thursday, November 29, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

Next Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting is Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 7:00 pm  

 

Adjournment 

On motion duly made by Mayor Nelson, seconded by Councilmember Ross and 

carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 

 

 

Attest:        Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

 

___________________________________________   ________________________________________ 

City Administrator Mike Robertson    Gretchen Needham 

        Recording Secretary 

 

 


