
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  October 2, 2019 

The Special City Council Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Deputy Mayor Rick 
Kingston. Present were Deputy Mayor Rick Kingston and Councilmembers Katy Ross, Kara 
Ries, and Marty Long; and Recording Secretary Gretchen Needham. Absent: Mayor Gregg 
Nelson and City Administrator Mike Robertson. 
 
 
All Councilmembers ranked the order of the 36 applicants for the City Administrator 
position. A search committee consisting of former mayor John Schaff, Deputy Mayor Rick 
Kingston, Councilmember Katy Ross, and Deputy Clerk Stephanie Marty as City liaison then 
took the top ten candidates that had at least three Councilmembers’ top rankings. 
Reference checks were conducted, and then four candidates remained to be interviewed by 
the search committee. 
 
A structured interview process and set of questions was repeated for each candidate for 
consistency. The interviews took place the last week of September 2019. One particular 
candidate, Candidate 6, rose to the top for all members of the search committee. It was a 
unanimous decision by the search committee to bring this one candidate back to the 
Council for recommendation of hire. The other three top candidates were also universally 
liked by the search committee but not nearly as much as Candidate 6. 
 
Councilmember Long asked what the next step would be if Candidate 6 is agreed by Council 
as the one to offer to the job to. Councilmember Ries suggested expediting the negotiation 
and contract timeline to ensure the candidate does not take another job. All agreed that the 
contract negotiation should take place as soon as possible. 
 
Mayor Nelson will negotiate a contract with the candidate; if an agreement is reached, the 
Council then votes to accept the contract.   
 
Councilmember Ries suggested Councilmembers send comments and feedback for 
negotiation to Deputy Clerk Marty. Deputy Clerk Marty will be the contact person for the 
Council and Mayor Nelson will spearhead the negotiation with Candidate 6. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Ries to direct Mayor Nelson to 
negotiate a contract with Candidate 6 within the confines of the terms laid out 
by the Council. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Long and passed 
unanimously.  

 
Deputy Mayor Kingston will discuss exit terms with Administrator Robertson.  
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Kingston to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm. 
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ross and passed unanimously.  
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Attest:        Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   ________________________________________ 
Deputy Mayor Rick Kingston    Gretchen Needham 
        Recording Secretary 
 


