
MINUTUES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING January 8, 2015 

Prior to the meeting, Mayor John Schaaf swore in the new Mayor, Michael Egelston.  Mayor 
Egelston swore in Council Members Gregg Nelson and Katy Ross. 
 
The Council Meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Mayor Michael Egelston at the 
Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150, City of North Oaks, 
Minnesota.  Present were Council Members Marty Long, Gregg Nelson, Katy Ross and 
Mayor Mike Egelston.  City Administrator Michael Robertson, City Attorney David 
Magnuson, Recording Secretary Linda Hanson and Videographer Maureen Anderson were 
present. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Council Member Gregg Nelson moved to approve the agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Katy Ross and passed unanimously. 
 
Citizen Comments 

None 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of December 8, 2014 for approval 

2. Minutes of the Truth-in-Taxation Meeting of December 8, 2014 for approval 

3. Minutes of the Natural Resource Commission Meeting of  December 15, 2014 for 

approval 

4. Minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of December 2, 2014 for approval 

5. Resolution 1292 Approving Check Signatories 

6. Resolution 1293 Declaring a City Council Member Vacancy 

7. Approval of Shoreview Press and St. Paul Pioneer Press as Official Newspapers 

8. Licenses for Approval: 
Mechanical Contractors Plumbing & Heating: Affordable Comfort Mechanical; Air Quality Services; Associated 
Mechanical Contractors, Inc.; Bonfe’s Plumbing, Heating, & Air Service, Inc.; Corval Constructors, Inc.; Fireside 
Hearth & Home; Hagen Fireplace Solutions; Kath HVAC; Krinkie Heating & Air Conditioning Co.; Sabre 
Plumbing and Heating; Sayler Heating and AC; Schulties Plumbing, Inc; Wenzel Heating & Air Conditioning; 
Yale Mechanical 
Arborists: Alex’s Lawn & Turf; Budget Tree Service, Inc.; Bartlett Tree Experts; Cameron Tree Services, Inc.; 
Hugo’s Tree Care, Inc.; Jubert Tree; Langer’s Tree Service; Moga Tree Service LLC; Precision Landscape & Tree; 
Rainbow Tree Care; S&S Tree Specialists 

General Contractors:  Kraus-Anderson Construction Company; 
Sewer/Water Installation:   

9. Claims for Approval:  Check numbers  11227-11256 
10. Resolution 1294 Acknowledging January 5, 2015 as Dick Haugen Day in honor of his 

work at the General Manager of the North Oaks Golf Club. 
Council Member Ross made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda with a second 
from Council Member Marty Long.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Petitions, Requests, & Communication 

1. None 

 

Unfinished Business 

1. Variance 14-18, 2 West Bay Lane-Allow a Play Structure in 30 Foot Side Yard 
Setback 
Administrator Robertson said the applicant requested that this item be delayed until 
the February 2015 Council Meeting. 
 

2. Review of West Rec Conditional Use Permit 
Administrator Robertson noted the work on the West Rec Center is moving along as 
planned.  Much of the interior work is now done.  It appears to be a month or so from 
completion. 

 
New Business 

1. Council Committee Assignments 
The Council is reviewing the Council Committee assignments.  Mayor Egelston asked 
that the Council Members get back to him with any requests or changes they would like 
to see. 

 
2. Annual Building Report 

Administrator Robertson reviewed the annual Building Report prepared by Building 
Official Greg Schmit.  In 2014 there were 51 new home permits and 252 total building 
permits issued.  The value of the work was approximately $32 million.  Of the new 
home permits 22 were issued in Rapp Farms, 21 in Charley Lake Preserves, 4 in the 
Villas of Wilkinson Lake, 2 in Red Pine Farm, 1 in Creekside and 1 in Red Forest. 
 
Robertson noted that Mr. Schmit has also completed a draft of a new Sewage Treatment 
Ordinance which is mandated by the MPCA.  This draft is currently being reviewed by 
the MPCA and will be presented in March or April. 

 
3. Well Sampling Report 

Administrator Robertson presented the annual Well Sampling Report for the Highway 
96 Superfund site.  No readings that exceeded recommended levels were found.  This is 
the first time there were no reported issues in a number of years.  The report will be 
posted on the City website for those interested in it.  Robertson also noted that the City 
has hired Wenck Associates to monitor this situation and that he will have a 
representative of Wenck attend a future meeting to answer any questions. 
Council Member Nelson with a second from Council Member Ross made the 
motion to accept the Well Sample Report dated October 2014.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
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4. Approve 2015 Fee Schedule 
Administrator Robertson said staff did not recommend any changes to City fees. 
Council Member Ross made the motion to accept the 2015 Fee Schedule.  A 
second was made by Council Member Nelson and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
5. Establish an Investment Committee 

Administrator Robertson said that the City is interested in creating an Investment 
Committee to advise it on investing its reserve funds.  The City is restricted under State 
law on what investments it can participate in.  Council Member Nelson volunteered to 
be the Council liaison to this committee.  If anyone is interested, they are asked to 
contact the City or a Council Member. 
 

6. Deer Removal Program 
Administrator Robertson stated that he received a call from the DNR that the annual 
deer management permit was complete but that the City could not use its current 
contractor to do the deer removal.  Robertson said he obtained a list of approved 
contractors from the DNR and called them.  He received two proposals and his 
recommendation is to contract with Nuisance Animal Removal Services.  They have 
worked in North Oaks in the past, their references are good and they would use the 
same methods for removing deer as the previous contractor.  City Attorney Dave 
Magnuson has reviewed and approved the contract. 
 
Robertson said he will set up a meeting with the company, former Mayor Tom Watson, 
and himself to review procedures and get started.  The permit from the DNR allows 
removal of up to 200 deer. 
 
Council Member Nelson asked about the cost of the removal program and if the Budget 
has allowed enough for the removal.  Robertson said yes and that he would review the 
budget throughout the process and keep the Council informed. 
On a motion made by Council Member Nelson and seconded by Council Member 
Ross the contract to hire Nuisance Animal Removal Services was approved 
unanimously. 

 
7. Council Meeting Date Change 

Council Member Long will miss the current February and March meetings.  It was 
suggested that the February meeting date be changed so that all Councilmembers can 
participate in selecting the new Councilmember. 
Council Member Nelson made the motion to reschedule the February 12th, 2015 
Council Meeting to Tuesday, February 3, 2015.  The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Ross and carried unanimously. 

 
Council Member Reports 

Council Member Katy Ross 

No report at this time. 
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Council Member Marty Long 

1. Natural Resources Commission 

The NRC is moving to a Best Practices model.  The intent of the tree ordinance that the 
NRC had been working on was to preserve the forest.  Former Mayor John Schaaf has 
volunteered to work with the NRC to do this as a Best Practice model rather than an 
ordinance.  Mayor Egelston said that he attended the meeting and said he supported 
doing this.  Councilmember Nelson said he did as well. 

 

2. Ramsey County Sheriff 

Council Member Long attended the Ramsey County Sheriff’s meeting.  He stated that he 
is proud of the service North Oaks receives from Ramsey County and the low crime rate 
in the City.  An article with some suggestions on how to remain safe will be published 
soon in the North Oaks News. 

 
Council Member Gregg Nelson 

1. Finance Committee 

Council Member Nelson said everything discussed at the Finance Committee had 

already been handled earlier in the meeting. 

 

Mayor Mike Egelston’s Report 

Mayor Egelston had no report at this time. 
 
Administrative Report 

1. Review of Year End Budget Transfers 

Administrator Robertson indicated the 2014 Budget will be finalized at the end of the 
month.  He reviewed transfers that were made last year to the Fire Equipment Fund, the 
Municipal Utilities Fund, and the amount left in the General Fund for reserves. 

 
City Attorney Reports 

No report. 
 
Mayor Egelston mentioned that there are vacancies for the City Council, the Planning 
Commission, and the Natural Resources Commission.  If any residents are interested, 
please contact either Administrator Mike Robertson or Mayor Egelston as soon as possible 
as the City would like to see these positions filled in the near future. 
 

Miscellaneous 

Next Natural Resource Commission Meeting January 15, 2015 @ 7:00 pm in the 
Community Meeting Room 
Next Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission Meeting January 29, 2015 @ 7:00 
pm in the Community Meeting Room 
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Next Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting Tuesday, February 3. 2015 @ 7:00 pm 
in the Community Meeting Room (note the change in date) 
 
Adjournment 

On motion duly made by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Ross 
and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 7:41 pm. 
 
 

 

Attest:        Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

 

___________________________________________                         ________________________________________ 

Mayor Mike Egelston           Linda M. Hanson 
        Recording Secretary 
 
 


