
Natural Resource Commission Minutes
January 19, 2017
7:00 PM

Call to Order:
Chair Larson called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

Roll Call:
Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners David White, Dan McDermott, Kate Winsor, John Murphy, NOHOA Liaison Diane Gorder.
Absent:  City Council Liaison Marty Long.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson and Administrative Assistant Mary Belden.

Approval of Agenda:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner White seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.

Approval of Minutes:
Commissioner McDermott moved to approve the December 15, 2017 minutes.  Liaison Gorder seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.

Conservation Area Report
Administrator Robertson stated that the MN Land Trust owns a conservation easement over the Conservation Area and it is difficult to get them to agree to allow changes in the area.  Their statement is they want nature to take its course.  He will have the Fire Chief review the area in the spring to evaluate the downed trees for fire risk.  He is certain they would object to any effort to remove buckthorn.  Commissioner White asked if there were any documents regarding this issue and Robertson stated that he is sure there is some type of agreement between North Oaks Company and the MN Land Trust.

Robertson discussed the Shoreland Ordinance and the status of area lakes.  The City’s Shoreland Ordinance is the same as every city because the State makes everyone adopt the same one.  Lakes are classified as either Recreational Development or Natural Environment Waters.  Pleasant, Charley, Gilfillan, Teal, North and South Mallard lakes are all classified as recreational development lakes.  Black and Wilkinson lakes are classified as Natural Environment lakes.  Both classifications allow development on the lakes.  The main difference is the size of lots and the setbacks required.  The City’s Zoning Ordinance is more restrictive than the Shoreland Ordinance so that’s the ordinance that governs development.  Commissioners thanked Robertson for the report.

Commissioner White asked about the beaver issue.  Robertson said Mel’s Services can trap beavers if they are blocking drainage channels.  There is interest among the commissioners in pursuing the Clemson Leveler to reduce the need to trap beaver.  Robertson said that given the skills of Mel’s Services employees he doesn’t think they would have any problem building Clemson levelers.  Residents Kyler and Gail Nelson and Emily Douglass were present to address the beaver issue.  Kyler Nelson expressed concern that the trapping of beavers is done properly so that we don’t accidentally trap otters.  Robertson believes the City has done all it can do and it is a NOHOA issue.

Robertson reported that Chair Larson has been appointed as City representative to the VLAWMO Technical Panel.  Chair Larson talked about VLAWMO’s proposal to reclassify Wilkinson Lake to a wetland.

Shoreland Report
Administrator Robertson would like the addresses of any violators of the Shoreland Ordinance.  He will have City Forester Mark Rehder investigate any possible issues.  NOHOA Liaison Gorder stated that we need to verify whether homeowners are working with the forester to remove trees properly and if they are not, go from there to notify the residents of their violations.

Tick Task Report
Commissioner White reported that the 2017 Tick Survey will be done through Survey Monkey and is to be completed by the end of January.  The survey will be available on the City web site; published in the North Oaks News, on the NOHOA Facebook page, and available through a link in the NOHOA email blast.  The results will be distributed in late March or early April and a NOHOA meeting will be dedicated to the presenting the results.  Commissioner White discussed his concern about copyrighting all of the tick materials so as to protect the City’s rights.  Administrator Robertson said that Councilmember Kingston was working with the City Attorney on that issue.

Deer Management Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Administrator Robertson reported that 96 deer have been taken to date. He feels everything is going well.  There was a discussion about the turkey issue in the city and that it has become a problem.  Robertson stated a separate permit to remove turkeys would be needed and he wasn’t sure the City would want to incur that expense at this time.

NOHOA Update
NOHOA Liaison Gorder went to 2016 State of the Waters seminar.  She would like to have some of the speakers come to the community, particularly Steve Woods, Executive Director of the Freshwater Society.  She thinks it would nice to record the speakers and have it a part of our archives to show in the future.  Liaison Gorder will investigate the cost of the speakers.  She would like to have this in the spring when people start watering their lawns. 
Liaison Gorder made a motion to have a North Oaks State of the Waters event.  Commissioner White seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Liaison Gorder then talked about the Natural Stewardship Team and the Mary Hill Park work.  She spoke about the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden as an example of what they would like to do at Mary Hill Park.  Other projects they are working on are exploring the optimal water level of Pleasant Lake and how to get there.  They are also going to explore the possibility of using goats to control buckthorn. 

Commissioner Murphy asked about the status of the trees for the spring plant sale and Administrator Robertson stated we have 400 seedlings coming.

Chair Larson spoke about the proposed White Bear Lake augmentation program and the January 12 meeting with the DNR about this.  He stated that the DNR is not sure about augmentation.

City Update
Administrator Robertson stated that the Council likes the idea of the stewardship award and would like the NRC to develop criteria for the award.  He’ll have some suggestions at the next meeting.

Other Business
Commissioner Winsor is having more success in getting articles in the newspaper.  She has submitted articles on weed of the month-- garlic mustard and an article on tree trimming. She asked the commissioners for ideas for the next issue.

Adjournment:
Commissioner McDermott made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Murphy seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The meeting ended at 8:31 p.m.

Next Meeting:  February 16, 2017
