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Creation of New Operable Unit 4
· New Operable Unit 4 depicted by a boundary drawn on a map (Figure 1 in the MDD).
· The map also presents a boundary for Operable Unit 3 – a boundary that was not shown or described in the 1993 MDD. 

Why a New Operable Unit? Why Doesn’t The Previous Municipal Water Solution For Operable Unit 3 Apply?

· The Attorney General’s Office indicated that the MPCA has the authority to amend decision documents whenever there are changed conditions.
· The MPCA’s response to Comment #2 in the 2008 Responsiveness Summary answers the questions on the basis of “new information” and “a distinct geographic area.”
Four Major Remedy Components
· Deeper replacement wells for homes issued a well advisory by MDH (not municipal water)
· Installation of 3 new monitoring wells angled under Gilfillan Lake
· Ongoing sampling of monitoring wells and residential wells west of Gilfillan Lake
· Contingency action to start a groundwater extraction system in Ski Lane Ravine
1. Deeper replacement wells for homes issued a well advisory by MDH (not municipal water)
Comments
a. MPCA consistently relies upon MDH to determine “safe/unsafe” and issue well advisories.
b. Replacement wells will provide protection of human health for homes with well advisories (right now, one home).
c. No remedy for wells with low level contamination, considered “safe” by MDH  (right now, one home).
d. MPCA’s decision is generally consistent with other sites.
2. Installation of 3 new monitoring wells angled under Gilfillan Lake

Comments

a. Intended to provide an “early warning” system, providing information on the groundwater approaching the west shore.
b. While the Responsible Parties are required to install the wells, they need access agreements from property owners.
c. So far, no property owners along the west shore have been willing to sign an access agreement.

d. The MPCA has some authority in such matters and may need to intervene.
3. Ongoing sampling of monitoring wells and residential wells west of Gilfillan Lake 
Comments
a. Two new monitoring wells were installed at Ski Lane Ravine in August. Preliminary results show no contamination in the upper St. Peter.
b. Wells angled under Gilfillan Lake are a key component.

c. It would be helpful to have the approved monitoring plan posted on the City webpage so residents can know what to expect for sampling at their homes. MPCA and CRA agreed.
d. Groundwater monitoring is planned for approximately 20 years. Locations and frequencies may change over time depending on future results.
4. Contingency action to start a groundwater extraction system in Ski Lane Ravine

Comments
a. The extraction system that has been installed will stay off indefinitely.

b. The system will be turned on if monitoring wells in Ski Lane Ravine show contamination exceeding the HRLs.

c. Vinyl chloride concentrations have been relatively stable for the past 2 years, so it is unlikely the system will be triggered anytime soon.

d. If the system is triggered, what to do with the water still needs to be decided.
Why Wasn’t Municipal Water Selected for the Remedy?
At the meeting in September, the MPCA indicated that the main factors were:

· The groundwater contamination plume has been relatively stable and there are no signs that a large number of homes will be affected in the future.

· With only one home presently having a well advisory, municipal water is not a cost-effective solution.

· The MPCA cannot ask the Responsible Parties to undertake an action that the MPCA would not itself undertake if they were responsible for implementation of the remedy. 
Considerations For The City Council
1. A request to the MPCA to attend a City Council meeting to explain the MDD Amendment and implementation plans, and/or

2. Write a letter to the MPCA seeking clarification for some details of the MDD Amendment and implementation, including:
a. Response Action Objectives

b. Plans for homes that have been receiving bottled water 

c. Implementation timelines
3. Track installation of the replacement well for the one home with an existing well advisory.
4. Track construction of the three new monitoring wells that are to be angled under Lake Gilfillan, especially the well in Area 3 where the highest concentrations have been observed.
5. Ask the MPCA/MDH to prepare a fact sheet that explains to homeowners what actions they can take on their own if they desire to lessen their risk of exposure (under sink filters, whole-house filters, etc.)
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