
Natural Resource Commission Minutes
August 20, 2015
7:00 PM

1. Call to Order
Chair Larson called meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call
Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners Diane Gorder, Chris Mann, John Murphy, David White, Kate Winsor, and Councilmember Marty Long.
Absent:  Commissioner Darrell Turnock.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson.

3. Approval of the Agenda:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner White seconded.  Carried unanimously.

4. Approval of June 18, 2015 Commission minutes:
Commissioner White moved to approve the June 18, 2015, Commission minutes with changes, seconded by Commissioner Murphy.  Carried unanimously.

5. Lyme Disease Actions
Administrator Robertson indicated at the City Council meeting they decided to form a task force to address the Lyme disease issue with Councilmember Rick Kingston as the Council liaison to the task force.  The members of the task force will be determined by Councilmember Kingston and anyone interested in serving on the task force should contact him.  Commissioner White was interested in serving on the task force.

6. Other Business
Commissioner Winsor asked the amount of time Commissioner Mann had left on her term on the Natural Resources Commission and if the City was going to do anything to recognize her contributions to the City.  Administrator Robertson said she received a thank you letter but certainly more could be done.  Commissioner Murphy suggested having an article published in the local newspaper. Councilmember Long stated Commissioner Mann did so much for the community and that shouldn’t go unnoticed. Commissioners Murphy and Winsor will put together a detailed letter for Commissioners and the City Council to sign.

Commissioners asked that the vacant opening be advertised. 

Administrator Robertson indicated the July 18th storm was officially upgraded to an EF-0 tornado due to the action of the storm rather than just the velocity of the wind. He indicated the streets were cleared and the cleanup is going quickly.

The City will be hiring a contractor to assist in controlling the population of deer within the community. He indicated the deer population reduction program will begin after the first of year and run through March.  Commissioner Winsor expressed concern that whoever is hired to shoot the deer shouldn’t shoot coyotes.  Administrator Robertson said last year’s contractor did not do any shooting, they only used traps.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Windsor said she’d like to do something to make the Forestry Best Practices document more visible.  Chair Larson suggested an article for the north Oaks News.  Administrator Roberts noted that it’s on the main page of the City web site.  Commissioner Murphy suggested combining the forestry best practices with information on Emerald Ash Borer.  Also, this information could be displayed at Hill Farm, which will be held the weekend after Labor Day.  Commissioner White suggested having a video of the best practices played on Channel 16.

Commissioner Gorder indicated she is looking for volunteers to assist clearing the channel of Deep Lake. They will be lining the shoreline and adding rock, which will allow more plants. Also, they will be harvesting dogwood and willows in late September/early October. For this event, she is looking for 10 volunteers. 

Councilmember Long indicated the last Tuesday of September there will be a beekeeping event and asked for volunteers from the Natural Resource Commission.

Administrator Robertson thanked the NOHOA representative for allowing City use of the email blasts.  It’s allowing the City to get more information out into the community and is creating more effective feedback.

7. Next meeting is scheduled for September 17, 2015.

8. Adjournment
Commissioner White motioned, seconded by Commissioner Murphy, moved to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.  Carried unanimously.

