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1. Call to Order
Acting Chair Winsor called meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call
Present: Acting Chair Kate Winsor and Commissioners Darrell Turnock, Chris Mann, John Murphy, Diane Gorder, David White and Councilmember Marty Long.
Absent:  Chair Bob Larson.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson.

3. Approval of the Agenda:
Acting Chair Winsor moved to approve the agenda with the visitors going first.  Commissioner Murphy seconded.  Carried unanimously.

4. Approval of May 21, 2015 Commission minutes:
Commissioner White moved to defer action on the minutes until a future meeting, seconded by Commissioner Gorder.  Carried unanimously.

5. Discussion of Lyme’s Disease
Katy Waffensmith, 10 Ski Lane, Tami Coyle, 37 North Oaks Road, LeAnn Savereide, 4 Red Maple Lane, and Tess Koepcke, 57 East Pleasant Lake Road were present to discuss Lyme’s disease.  They said there was a lot of it in the community and wondered what could be done about it.  They discussed some of their problems receiving diagnosis and treatment for the disease.  Commissioners discussed the educational efforts they’d done about Lyme’s Disease.  Commissioner Mann asked if a list of doctors who were willing to treat Lyme’s Disease could be published.  Councilmember Long said that the City could not do that.

Councilmember Long said that the Center for Disease Control (CDC) has identified North Oaks as one of the areas with a high risk of Lyme’s Disease.  Anyone who feels they might have Lyme’s Disease should tell their doctor about the CDC’s statement.  Councilmember Long has found that many doctors have a strong respect for the CDC and take their statements very seriously.  Commissioners said that an article for the North Oaks News with this information would be a good way to get the facts out.  Commissioner Gorder said that NOHOA had done a survey on this subject in the past and she would see what that found out.  Councilmember Long said he would discuss this with the City Council.

6. Discussion of NRC Future Mission
Acting Chair Winsor reviewed the discussion she and Chair Bob Larson had with the Mayor about the future of the NRC.  The NRC will work with the city Council to establish Best Practices for Forest, Water and other resource items.  They asked staff to add the appendix information to the Forestry Best Practices document and put it in front of the City Council for approval.

Councilmember Long reviewed some of the discussion about the NRC’s mission and wondered whether he was the right Councilmember to work with the NRC.
After discussion Commissioner White moved, seconded by Commissioner Turnock to let the City Council know that they want Martin Long to stay as Council liaison to the Natural Resources Commission.  Motion carried unanimously.

7. NOHOA’s Ash Tree Removal Plan
Commissioner Gorder reviewed NOHOA’s Ash Tree Removal Plan.  This is based on the coming threat of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) disease.  Communities around us have EAB infections and it is considered only a matter of time until it reaches North Oaks.  The MN Department of Agriculture projects that all ash trees in the area will be dead within ten years.  If NOHOA waits until every ash tree is infected they would face a lot of expense in a short time removing all of the trees.  The plan is designed to be proactive.  NOHOA is responsible for 130 acres of trails and parks, not including wetlands and other undeveloped land.  They decided to focus on pedestrian safety so they will ignore the undeveloped lands and remove those ash trees that would be most likely to fall on someone.

NOHOA has had all of the ash trees above four inches in diameter inventoried along the trail in NOHOA’s easement around Pleasant Lake.  There are over 600 ash trees.  There are 35 trees that will be removed by Mel’s Service this year when they have time to do so.  There are 24 trees that were considered worth saving and those trees will receive injections designed to protect them from EAB.  The remaining trees will be examined every year with the City Forester and removals will be made as needed and as funding can be found.

Administrator Robertson congratulated NOHOA on their planning and thanked Commissioners Gorder and Murphy for leading the effort.

8. Other Business
Chair Winsor said she will have an article about Oak Wilt in the next edition of the North Oaks News.

Commissioner Mann has moved out of town and would like to stay a member of the NRC.  Administrator Robertson said he would check what the requirements were for the Commission.

9. Next meeting is scheduled for July 16, 2015.
Several Commissioners thought they might miss the meeting so the decision was made to cancel it.  The next Natural Resources meeting will be Thursday, August 20, 2015.

10. Adjournment
Councilmember White motioned, seconded by Acting Chair Winsor, to adjourn at 8:32 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.

