
Natural Resource Commission Minutes
May 21, 2015
7:00PM

1. Call to Order
Chair Larson called meeting to order at 7:01 pm

2. Roll Call
Present: Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners Chris Mann, John Murphy, Diane Gorder and Kate Winsor.
Councilmembers: Marty Long, Gregg Nelson, Katy Ross, Rick Kingston, Mayor Mike Egelston
Absent:   Commissioners David White and Darrell Turnock.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson and Contracted Staff Member Michelle Tesser

3. Approval of the Agenda:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Mann seconded.  Carried unanimously.

4. Approval of April 16, 2015 Commission minutes:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the minutes with changes, seconded by Commissioner Winsor.  Carried unanimously.

5. Workshop with City Council
Mayor Egelston commended the Commission on their accomplishments including: Emerald Ash Borer guidelines, Animal Feeding Ordinance, Tree Planting Guide, Ash tree inventory, education efforts, North Oaks News articles and best practice models.  Mayor Egelston proposed questions to commissioners on how to revise the work or change the direction of the commission.  Where should the Commission be heading? Should the commission maintain an active status or go on hiatus?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The City Council’s vision is to focus on the city’s heritage, architectural homes and tradition.  The Council has had meetings with real estate agents to discuss marketing the older homes in the community.  The Council would like to improve property values and tax base.  The Council wants to work hand in hand with NOHOA regarding this topic.  Commissioners and Council discussed incentives for residents.

VLAWMO Pleasant Lake Study.  Councilmember Long is a representative on VLAWMO board.  The Council would like NRC to let VLAWMO handle all issues related to White Bear Lake water levels and their possible augmentation at DNR and other agency meetings.  The Council doesn’t want a mixed message on where the city stands and feels that the message could get diluted.  The Council would like a single united front because it carries more weight.

Commissioners asked staff to find out who owns the shoreline of Lake Pleasant.  Some thought NOHOA did and some thought St. Paul Water did.

Idea of Focus/List of Priorities
Mayor Egelston and Councilmember Kingston asked the Commission to develop a list of topics they want to focus on.  Some topics individuals suggested were;
Water conservation and other conservation measures
Continued education pieces, article writing, and best practice development
Spring/Fall buckthorn collection and clean-up
A remove and replace program for replacing buckthorn with other trees or vegetation
NRC assistance with the campaign to bring residents to North Oaks
The Council would like to see a complete list of priorities on what areas NRC would like to work on and the Council will review the list. 

6. Review of Seedling Tree Give-a-Way
Garden Club Sale was on May 9, 2015.  There were 400 trees that were given away.

7. Next meeting is scheduled for June 18, 2015.

8.  Adjournment
Councilmember Murphy motioned, seconded by Councilmember Winsor, moved to adjourn at 8:26pm.  Carried unanimously.
