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Present: Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners Chris Mann, John Murphy, Diane Gorder, Kate Winsor and Darrell Turnock.
Councilmember: Marty Long.
Absent:   David White.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson and Contracted Staff Member Michelle Tesser.

Chair Larson called meeting to order at 7:02 pm

1. Approval of the Agenda:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Turnock seconded.  Carried unanimously.

2. Approval of February 19, 2015 Commission minutes:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the minutes with two changes, seconded by Commissioner Mann.  Carried unanimously.

3. Review of Forestry Best Practices Draft
Commissioners reviewed the first draft of Forestry Best Practices that was prepared by Administrator Robertson.  Chair Larson asked Administrator Robertson to add the Best Management Practices for Known EAB Infestations Fact Sheet from the MN Dept. of Agriculture to the Forestry Best Practices. Chair Larson said that he thought the audience for the best practice guide was residents and staff.  Staff will use the best practices as recommendations to residents.  Commissioners reviewed the draft and recommended changes.

4. Review of 2007 Materials
The following documents were handed out to commissioners to review: 
1. City of North Oaks Memorandum dated February 8, 2007
1. Letter by Melinda Coleman, City Administrator dated December 22, 2009 to the Natural Resource Committee
1. City of North Oaks Natural Resources Task Force Report to City Council, July 2005 
1. City of North Oaks Comprehensive Plan	
1. A Quick Guide to Using Natural Resource Information

5. Other Business
· Deer Management Report
57 deer were caught this year.  The flyover showed 75 less deer than last year. 21 traps were put out.  Former Mayor Watson has records from 15 years ago that shows some sites trap as many as 9-10 deer per year.  Councilmember Long asked for open bids for a management company to be conducted after Labor Day to get less expensive quotes.
· VLAWMO Pleasant Lake Study
The VLAWMO Board meets every other month.  St. Paul Regional Water Services is looking at maximizing their water system.  This could mean using 15 million gallons of water of Pleasant Lake.  VLAWMO will be asking for a feasibility study to see how this will affect Pleasant Lake.  Therefore, a letter from the commission will not be pertinent.  The toxicology report could show that this would cause an increase of the accumulation of heavy metals which would be a health and safety issue. This will be an open topic discussed regularly at the VLAWMO meeting.
· Garden Club Sale May 9, 2015
The seedlings for the garden sale arrived three weeks early.  Administrator Robertson said the seedlings will be stored in a barn and will be kept cool, dark and wet.  Commissioners Larson and Murphy volunteered to help water the seedlings.
· Administrator Robertson discussed the request for proposal to hire a U of M student to help research and draft the best practice guide.  The cost of a student to help the city was more than expected and is not being considered at this time.

6. Next meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2015.  This meeting will be a joint meeting with the City Council.

7. Adjournment
Chair Larson motioned, seconded by Councilmember Turnock, to adjourn at 8:42pm.  Carried unanimously.


