
Natural Resource Commission Minutes
February 19, 2015
7:00PM

Present: Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners David White, John Murphy, Diane Gorder, Kate Winsor and Darrell Turnock
Councilmember: Marty Long
Absent:  Commissioner Chris Mann
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson and Contracted Staff Member Michelle Tesser
Chair Larson called meeting to order at 7:02pm

1. Approval of the Agenda:
Commissioner Murphy moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner White seconded.  Carried unanimously.

2. Approval of January 15, 2015 Commission minutes:
Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Murphy.  Carried unanimously.

3. Discussion on Best Practice Model
Administrator Robertson asked each member to describe their vision for a best practice guideline for the next 25 years.  Commissioner’s Larson and Winsor agreed that a 25 year plan is realistic.  Commissioner Murphy would like to include water in the guidelines.  Consensus was that trees would be the first issue and water the second.  Commissioner Winsor suggested bringing in a graduate student from the University of MN to help us with the best practice document.  Administrator Robertson would like to include the guidelines in the future comprehensive plan update.  Marketing tools were discussed on how to get the word out to the community about the new best practice guidelines such as hearings, pamphlets, emails, newsletter, website etc.  Commissioner Gorder mentioned taking pieces of the best practice guideline and releasing it monthly in a NOHOA newsletter. An annual review would need to be done and should include the public.

4. Set Joint Meeting with City Council
The tentative date is May 21, 2015 at 7:00pm.

5. Other Business
· Commissioners Larson, Gorder and White attended a DNR meeting in Woodbury.  The presenter at the meeting said that there was no immediate crisis but that they wanted increased monitoring of water sources and better communication and collaboration with those affected. Interesting data mentioned was that the average household now uses 150 gallons of water a day and 1/3 of water use is for grass and landscape maintenance.  Commissioner Gorder said that the concerns they expressed to the DNR representative were erosion, sedimentation and invasive species.  NOHOA wants to craft a message to help preserve the shoreline and asks that the city participate as well.
· Home Improvement Fair at the North Oaks Golf Center is on March 22nd 2015 sponsored by the North Oaks Community Foundation.  Rainbow Tree Service will be there to present on dealing with Emerald Ash Borer and answer questions.  Chair Larson asks that the commissioners be present for educational purposes.  The Community Foundation will be collecting money for the replacement of trees.
· Commissioner Windsor asked for newsletter article ideas. Suggestions discussed were Lyme’s disease, water conservation/proper fertilizer, and planting flowers to help the stability of bees.
· Deer update- 40 have been caught so far.
· Commissioners Gorder, Winsor and Turnock will miss the March meeting.  Robertson will contact Commissioner Mann to see if she will be back otherwise there will not be a quorum.
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7. Adjournment
Chair Larson, seconded by Commissioner Turnock, moved to adjourn at 8:12pm.  Carried unanimously.

