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April 3, 2013

RIC. BT PAUL
Ms. Sarah M. lli e
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates
1801 Old Highway 8 Northwest
Suite 114 ‘
St. Paul, MN 55112

RE: Highway 96 Duhp Superfund Site
Request for laboratory information

Dear Ms. 1lli:

In September 2012, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Environmental Laboratory contacted
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) regarding
future arrangements for laboratory analysis of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) associated with the
Highway 96 Dump Superfund Site (Site) in White Bear Township, Minnesota.

Under the long-term monitoring program established for the Site, groundwater samples collected from
residential wells and off-Site monitoring wells are submitted for laboratory analysis of VOCs by Method
524.2 (drinking water method). Since May 2005, at the request of MPCA, all VOC analysis by Method
524.2 has been performed by the MDH Environmental Laboratory in St. Paul, Minnesota. The MDH
Environmental Laboratory has accepted/analyzed Site-related samples collected by MPCA and CRA

(on behalf of Reynolds Metals Company and Whirlpool Corporation, the Responsible Parties (RPs) for
the Site).

The MDH Environmental Laboratory has identified growing concerns associated with the current .
arrangements for VOC analysis, specifically:

e The MDH Environmental Laboratory cannot always accommodate analysis of the large volume
of samples associated with the Site. '

e Exclusive use of the MDH Environmental Laboratory for VOC analysis by Method 524.2 should
not be considered a permanent arrangement.

e Itis not typical for the MDH Environmental Laboratory to provide contracted laboratory services .
to a private consultant. '

To address these concerns, the MPCA and CRA implemented the following interim solutions during the
Site-related sampling events that took place in October 2012:

e The sampling schedule was modified in order to disperse the number of samples submitted to
the MDH Environmental Laboratory over the course of three weeks (instead of one week).

e Ali samples submitted to the MDH Environmental Laboratory by the MPCA and CRA were
analyzed under the MPCA's contract with MDH.
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Looking ahead to future sampling events, a more efficient solution is necessary to address the concerns
of the MDH Environmental Laboratory. Based upon recent discussions, the MPCA, CRA and the RPs have
agreed that it would be prudent to evaluate the possibility of changing the laboratory used by the
RPs/CRA for analysis of VOCs by Method 524.2. The use of private, independent laboratories that are
certified by the Minnesota Department of Health is typical for most of the State's superfund sites.

In order to determine the appropriateness of this change, the MPCA requests that the RPs provide the
following information:

1. Name and location of a proposed alternate laboratory that is certified by the MDH for VOC
analysis by Method 524.2

2. Copies of the information provided by the laboratory to the MDH for laboratory certification for
EPA Method 524.2

3. Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

4. Quality Assurance (QA)/Quality Control (QC) Procedures

5. Standard analyte list for EPA Method 524.2 (along with the associated standard Reporting L|m|t
and current Method Detection Limit for each analyte)

The MPCA will review the requested information and determine whether to approve the use of an
alternate laboratory for VOC analysis by Method 524.2. If possible, a determination will be made prior to
the next routine residential well sampling event (scheduled for late April 2013).

If the MPCA approves the proposed laboratory change, the MPCA will require split samples to be

collected during the subsequent residential well sampling event (i.e. April 2013), for the purpose of

comparison/verification. At a minimum, split samples will be collected from locations typically sampled

by MPCA personnel. The split samples will be analyzed for VOCs (Method 524.2) by the new laboratory
“and by the MDH Environmental Laboratory.

If there are questions about the requested information, please contact Bill Scruton, Quality Assurance
Coordinator, at 651-757-2710. If you have any further questions about the Site, please feel free to call
Fred Campbell, at 651-757-2260 or you can contact me, at 651-757-2352.

Sincerely,

P
7

Nile Fellows

- Project Leader

Site Remediation and Redevelopment Section
Remediation Division

NF:csa

cc: Mayor John Schaaf, City of North Oaks
Melinda Coleman, City Administrator, City of North Oaks
Shane Waterman, Wenck Associates, Inc.
Emily Hansen, MDH
Paul Swedenborg, MDH
Bill Scruton, Outcomes Division, MPCA
Carmen Netten, Legal Services, Operations Division, MPCA



