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NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION MINUTES
September 18, 2014
Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners Kate Winsor, Chris Mann, David White, John Murphy and Councilmember Marty Long.  Becky Orttel arrived at 7:05 p.m.
Absent:  None.
Staff:  City Administrative Assistant Linda Hanson

Chair Larson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Agenda Approval:  With one addition under Other Reports, Commissioner Murphy, seconded by Commissioner White moved to approve the agenda.  Carried unanimously.

Minutes Approval:  Commissioner Mann made the motion to approve the August 21, 2014 minutes with a second from Commissioner Murphy.  The motion carried unanimously.

Other Reports:
A VLAWMO workshop in partnership with the NRC and NOHOA held on September 17th dealt with soggy lawns.  Informative presentations were given.

A discussion took place on if NRC should add information to the NOHOA Welcome Package for new residents.  NOHOA would be willing to do so.  Mark Owens-Kurtz, both a homeowner and a realtor, would like to give out an information piece to potential clients as well.  NRC would be happy to supply a template that he could use, but he would be responsible for paying for the copies.   Councilmember Long stated that Councilmember Mike Egelston, the only candidate Mayor, is also interested in marketing North Oaks.  The NRC focus would be on the natural resources found in North Oaks with emphasis on the lakes, shoreline, and the tree canopy.  The hope is to involve the City in this idea in 2015.  

The second discussion focused on the MN Land Trust which currently holds over 800 acres of land.  The question is who will be responsible for taking care of the land that is no longer held in the trust.  The NRC would like the City Staff to look into this concern.

Councilmember Long mentioned that the Golf Course is taking out a Heritage cottonwood tree this winter and will replace it with 12 or 13 trees.  The tree is located on the 3rd hole.  Mr. Long stated that when a heritage tree is removed the NRC would like to see new trees planted so that the canopy continues to develop.

Councilmember Long also reported on the condition of Pleasant Lake and stated that the toxicology report did not look good.  They have seen negative changes in the past two years.  The weed growth and negative impact to the fish are increasing.  Lake Vadnais is also seeing negative changes.  The NRC would like to address this with the DNR, St. Paul Water, the City and NOHOA to see if something can be done to reverse the deterioration.  No one is clear on why this is happening.  The new oxygen system is helping with the algae but not the weeds.  Also, because St. Paul Water controls the level of the lake, at times this leads to a greater impact on the shoreline.

The Birch Lake Association uses a boat to harvest the weeds.  It was suggested that perhaps NOHOA could meet with this Association to see what has been done and the cost.  The weeds are becoming a recreational nuisance.  In addition, the increase in sediment found in the lake is also a concern.  

Commissioner Winsor suggested that it would be a good idea to get all parties concerned together to discuss the condition of the lake and what could be done to improve it.

Commissioner Winsor also gave an update on articles for the No Oaks News.  She submitted two articles for the next issue.  One is on hazards to health and the other is on the coyote.  Chris Mann will do one on the VLAWMO workshop on soggy waters.  Commissioner White suggested that in the November issue they again remind residents to not feed the deer.

A question came up about the Tree Ordinance and if it would be on the next Planning Commission meeting.  The Commissioners would like to see a copy of the revised ordinance.  The City Administrator will be contacted to get the copies.

A vacancy remains on the NRC due to the retirement of Stan Hokanson.  It was suggested that the City Administrator advertise in the North Oaks News.  They are looking for someone who has a passion for the mission to create healthy natural resources in the City.


Adjournment:  Commissioner Murphy, seconded by Commissioner Winsor moved to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  The motion carried unanimously.


The next Natural Resource Commission meeting is October 16, 2014.
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