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NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION MINUTES
February 20, 2014

Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners John Murphy, David White and Kate Winsor.  Councilmember Marty Long.
Absent:  Commissioners Stan Hokanson, Chris Mann and Becky Orttel.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson.

Chair Larson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Agenda Approval:  With the addition of one item, Commissioner Murphy made the motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Marty Long.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the January 16, 2014 Minutes:  Commissioner Winsor made the motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Murphy.  Motion carried unanimously.

Review of the Draft Tree Preservation Ordinance
Administrator Robertson reviewed the changes that had been suggested by Commissioner Stan Hokanson and City Forester Mark Rehder.  Robertson noted that the escrow costs for tree replacement will be added to the escrow already required of new developments for streets and other infrastructure.  He said that the costs of tree replacement escrow will be minimal compared to escrow costs for streets, sewer and water.

Commissioner White expressed concerns that the ordinance was not strong enough to go after anyone who would clear cut all or most of the trees on their property.  Administrator Robertson pointed (in vain) to Section 4 (D) which states that no clear cutting is allowed without a permit.  There was considerable discussion of this issue.  Robertson and Commissioner White will discuss the issue in a conference call with the City Attorney.

Councilmember Long said that they are trying to craft the best ordinance and that he doesn’t mind spending time to get the details right.  He also said he wanted an ordinance strong enough so that future City Councils will enforce it.  Robertson pointed out that future City Councils can always change an ordinance or just decide to not enforce an existing ordinance.

Commissioner Winsor asked that the Commission address City Forester Rehder’s concern about widespread tree removal during oak wilt season.  Robertson suggested that he work with the City Forester to develop satisfactory language.  Commissioners agreed.

Councilmember Long moved, seconded by Commissioner Murphy, to recommend approval of the proposed Tree Protection ordinance with the changes discussed this evening, plus the additional language on oak wilt, and to send the ordinance to the Planning Commission at its next meeting.  Motion carried 4-0; Commissioner White abstained because he was concerned about the ordinance being enforceable.

Review of Proposed Spring Seedling Reforestation Effort
Administrator Robertson reviewed Anne Conroy’s proposal for funding free tree seedlings as part of the North Oaks Garden Club’s annual spring sale.  He noted that along with asking for funding Anne was asking for volunteer assistance at the Garden Club’s spring sale on Saturday, May 10, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Robertson noted that he was planning to help out and that he thought the City Forester was as well.  Commissioners asked Robertson to be certain that planting instructions were included with the trees and to see if there could be any information included about planting a garden.

Commissioner White moved, seconded by Commissioner Winsor to recommend to the City Council that they fund the seedling reforestation effort.  Motion carried unanimously.

Other Reports:
Commissioners reviewed Commissioner Becky Orttel’s memo regarding monarch butterflies.

Commissioner Winsor reported that the NRC Facebook page has been set up and is receiving pictures and comments.

Councilmember Long reported that the new federal farm bill has created a federal Natural Resources Commission and that he thinks there might be some grant possibilities in the future.

Administrator Robertson reported on the meetings he has been attending regarding White Bear Lake water levels and potential augmentation.


The next Natural Resource Commission meeting is March 20, 2014.

Adjournment:  Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Murphy made the motion to adjourn at 8:55 PM.  The motion carried unanimously.
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