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Natural Resource Commission Minutes
November 20, 2014
7:00PM

Present: Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners Kate Winsor, Chris Mann and David White
Councilmember: Marty Long
Absent:  John Murphy
Staff:  Contracted Staff Member Michelle Tesser
Chair Larson called meeting to order at 7:00pm

1. Approval of the Agenda:
Commissioner White moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Mann seconded.  Carried 5-0. 

2. Approval of October 16, 2014 Commission minutes:
Commissioner White noted that the minute’s last sentence is incorrect.  Sept 18, 2014 should be November 20, 2014.  Approved with changes.  Commissioner Winsor, seconded by Commissioner White.  Carried 5-0.

3. Conservation Easement:
The question was asked when a company owns a piece of land with a conservation easement who is in charge of the maintenance of the easement.  Commissioner White read page 6 of the easement that said the owner North Oaks company is responsible for maintenance on the acres of property.  It doesn’t define maintenance.  Commissioner Mann asked if the Land Trust had an expiration date in the agreement.  What happens when the North Oaks company dissolves?  Commissioner White replied that if a corporation can’t discharge an obligation, responsibility goes to shareholders.  Councilmember Long explained that this will always be a Land Trust; someone will have an obligation to this land.
The Commission requested that the City Attorney review the North Oaks Conservation Easement, motioned by Councilmember Long, seconded by Mann.  Carried 5-0.

4. Planning Commission Meeting-Tree Protection Ordinance
Commissioner Winsor asked do we have photos, maps, flowcharts or an overview of all neighboring communities so we can see it visually during the planning commission meeting.  Chairperson Long discussed that the commission does not want to formally present but will be there to answer questions.  All commissioners at the meeting stated that they will be present at the meeting to answer planning commissioners’ questions.  The Commissioner’s asked that the City Administrator copy them on the materials sent to the Planning Commission on the Tree Protection Ordinance and to have the City Forester present at the meeting to answer questions.  



5. Other Reports
1. Deer Trap Applicants.
Councilmember Marty Long asked the commission how they would like to handle the application.  The applicant will be required to seek approval from their neighbors.  Councilmember Long will discuss the process with staff and will update the commission. 
2. Communications.
Commissioner Kate Winsor updated the commission on the North Oaks News.  She reminded people about their Facebook site.  She will work on the salt article.
3. Coyotes.
Commissioner Winsor reviewed her research on Coyotes.  The commission wants to decrease the shooting of Coyotes.  Commissioners asked staff to talk to Mercer and ask him to stop randomly shooting Coyotes unless a resident asks him to shoot a coyote because it’s a nuisance on their property.
4. Buckthorn was discussed.  The commission will discuss buckthorn education, removal instructions; pick up dates etc. at a future date.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Next meeting is December 18, 2014.

7. Adjourned at 8:37pm.


