
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  November 14, 2013 

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Mayor John Schaaf at the 
Community Meeting Room, 100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150, City of North Oaks, 
Minnesota.  Present were Council Members Marty Long, Gregg Nelson, and Mayor John 
Schaaf.  Council Members Bruce Ackerman and Mike Egelston were not present.  City 
Administrator Michael Robertson, City Attorney David Magnuson, Recording Secretary 
Maureen Geier and Videographer Kevin Scattum were present. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Mayor asked for a minute of silence to remember the Veterans in honor of Veteran’s 

Day. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

The Mayor added two items under New Business:  One to approve City Administrator Mike 

Robertson as an authorized signer for checks and two to add the Charley Lake Preserves 

Home Owners Documents.  City Administrator Mike Robertson added under Unfinished 

Business the City Forester’s Site Inspection of Charley Lake Preserves. 

 

Council Member Nelson moved to approve the Agenda.  The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Long and passed unanimously. 

 

Citizen Comments 

None 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of October 10, 2013 for approval 

2. Minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of October 31, 2013 for approval 

3. Minutes of the Natural Resource Commission of October 1, 2013 for approval 

4. Revised Joint Powers Agreement with Ramsey County for the New Voting System 

5. Resolution 1274 Requesting 2014 SCORE Grant Funds 

6.  Licenses for Approval: 
General Contractors: Signs Unlimited of Plymouth 

Mechanical Contractors:  Air Conditioning Associates, Inc.; Huber Plumbing Co. LLC; Menne’s 

Plumbing 

Arborists:  

Sewer/Water Installation: Arne’s Excavating 

7. Claims for Approval:  Check numbers  through 10719 

 

Council Member Long made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda with a second 

from Council Member Nelson.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Petitions, Requests, & Communications 

None 

 

Unfinished Business 

1. Forester’s Report-Charley Lake Preserves 
City Administrator Robertson reviewed the report submitted by the City Forester Mark 
Rehder.  He reported that at a recent NOHOA meeting some people claimed trees were 
removed outside the authorized area.  The City Administrator asked Mr. Rehder to look 
at the work that has been done on the Charley Lake Preserves development.  Photos 
were submitted showing before and after grading as well as aerial views.  The City 
Forester said that no trees were taken down outside the area authorized by the City.  He 
noted that the nuns already had a cleared area by Charley Lake where their dock and 
picnic tables were so perhaps that why people thought additional trees were removed.  
He also said that some trees did need to be removed along the east side of the property 
to make room for the storm water pond but that was part of the approved plan. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Nelson and seconded by Council Member 
Long to enter the Forestry Report into the record.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
New Business 

1. Amendment 13-08 to 1991 CUP to replace entrance sign at the North Oaks Golf 

Club at 54 East Oaks Road 

City Administrator Robertson explained that the Golf Club is asking for an extension for 
time to approve the plan as they are still considering color combinations and other 
items.  Mr. Robertson stated he would send a letter allowing them a longer period of 
time as needed. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Nelson and seconded by Council Member 
Long to table Amendment 13-08 at this time.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Subdivision 13-10 Application to merge lots 30 and 32 Crescent Lane into one lot.   

The applicant Bob Eibensteiner (current owner of 32 Crescent Lane) for Charles and 
Tami Lucius at 30 Crescent Lane 

 
City Administrator Robertson stated that the applicant has make the request to table 
this application request until the December 9, 2013 Council Meeting.  A number of 
issues and regulations need to be addressed since this property is in Rapp Farms and is 
part of the East Oaks Planned Unit Development approved in 1999. 

 
A motion was made to table the request at this time by Council Member Nelson 
and seconded by Council Member Long.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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3. Subdivision 13-09 Application from Pemtom Land Company. 
City Planner Ben Gozola reviewed the application.  This preliminary subdivision is 
for the property at 5188 Hodgson Road and would be called the Red Pine Farm.  The 
land was formally owned by the Moga family.  Twelve lots are being proposed on the 
property.  This property is just north of Charley Lake Preserves and just south of 
Lake Estates.  By the City zoning code the fifteen acre property is allowed twelve 
single family home lots.  Mr. Gozola reported that a public hearing was held at the 
Planning Commission meeting and the Planning Commission recommended 
approval with 53 conditions.  The park dedication requirements would be met by 
construction of a trail and then a cash payment for park improvements.  If the 
Development becomes part of NOHOA, the plan would be to connect the trails.  Mr. 
Gozola reminded the Council that the decision to join NOHOA cannot be part of the 
approval process.  They will need to have a homeowner’s association whether it is 
their own or part of NOHOA. 

 
 Mr. Gozola reviewed the following citizen concerns: 

 The question about improper notices sent to homeowners 
o The City did follow state statutes to notify the surrounding homeowners and 

went beyond by sending more notices than required. 
 The concern over construction traffic 

o All construction traffic would be directed to use the current driveway 
throughout construction.  Signs would be posted both at the entrance to Lake 
Estates as well as at the entry point to the development making this clear. 

 The added traffic using Wildflower Way to enter Hodgson Road 
o At this time Ramsey County has no plans and funds to improve Hodgson 

Road with either turn lanes or a traffic light. 
 The price/quality of the  homes 

o The City cannot dictate the price or quality of the homes beyond the 
requirements of the State Building Code.  If they became members of NOHOA 
they would be subject to the Architectural Committee reviews. 

 Protection of wildlife habitat 
o Homeowners have rights to use property as they wish as long as it follows 

City Ordinances and the proposal does do this. 
 A question about the type of lots  

o Both the lot configuration and the density are in alignment with the City’s 
Zoning Code. 

 Legal access to the road network in North Oaks 
o The City Attorney is confident that this would not be an issue. 

 Road Access to the South 
o No legal access was provided to the south when that area was approved for 

development. 
 

Mr. Gozola said this is a preliminary approval and that the developer will have to 
return to the City Council for final approval.  City Administrator Robertson stated 
that the neighbors would like to see the entrance off Hodgson stay open as the only 
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access until every home was built.  He explained that this would most likely be 
decided by Ramsey County who may want it closed as soon as possible and he did 
not want to promise something the City couldn’t deliver.  Mr. Robertson noted he 
met with the developer and NOHOA Executive Director Dale Powers to discuss the 
possibility of increasing the size of the existing park at Lake Estates.   The area 
between is heavily wooded and removal of the trees would reduce the screening 
between the properties.  This would be a decision for NOHOA if the Development 
became part of the Association.  However, some or all of the cash requirement could 
be used to make upgrades to the Lake Estates park.  This would be addressed when 
the applicant would come back for final approval. 
 
Mayor Schaaf asked City Attorney Dave Magnuson to address the issue of the 
legality of using the current road system.  Mr. Magnuson explained that there is a 
Subdivision Ordinance found in Chapter 462 of the Minnesota Statutes.  It is often 
called the net Street Plan and gives the City authority to establish a street plan that 
works best for the City.  It is within the municipal power as it is an essential element 
for regulating subdivisions. 
 
Mr. Blake from Pemtom addressed the Council.  He stated that this is a unique 
property in North Oaks as it never belonged to the Hill Family or the North Oaks 
Company.  Mr. Blake stated that the plan fits well with the current neighborhood 
and the existing home will be removed.  He would like to work with NOHOA to come 
to an agreement so that this development would be part of NOHOA and therefore 
the road connection would not be an issue.  He does not intend to seek final 
approval until next spring. 
 
The Mayor stated that citizens could now come to the podium to express their 
concerns.   He explained that this is not a public hearing as that took place at the 
Planning Commission Meeting and requested that comments be kept short. 

 
 Richard Davenport, 14 Lake Court 

Mr. Davenport’s first concern was about the use of Lake Court for construction 
traffic.  Since Ramsey County has final say, he is concerned that they will close the 
driveway access which would direct the traffic through his neighborhood and would 
be hard on the roads.  He also is concerned about the difficulty of turning in or out at 
Wildflower Way.  He would like to see a traffic light or at least a turn lane to reduce 
the likelihood of having an accident.   His third issue was if the development does 
not become part of NOHOA and a stand-alone homeowners association is used, 
there would be no control over what might be built.  And finally, he is concerned 
that if there is a recession, the developer could be forced to build smaller homes 
which would lower the value of his home. 

 
 Laura Li, 10 Lake Court 

Ms. Li expressed her concern about the construction traffic coming through her 
neighborhood.  She would like to see the development use the entrance at Hodgson 
Road until all the homes are built.  She believes this is a security issue for her 
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neighborhood and she worries about the safety of her children.  She also did not get 
a notice about the City Council Meeting or the meeting with Pemtom and NOHOA to 
discuss the open space.  She would like to be included in these meetings.  She 
questioned whether the City should look at the rules they currently have in place 
when approving developments.  She has a concern about the increased growth of 
population that she has seen in the last four years.  Her final concern was for the 
wildlife that is being displaced. 

 
 Mark Azman, 12 North Deep Lake Road and Renee Michalow, 17 South Long 
 Lake Trail  

Mr. Azman and Ms. Michalow came to speak as the President and Vice President of 
NOHOA.  Ms. Michalow expressed that the NOHOA Attorney disagrees with the City 
Attorney in regards to the use of the private roads.  This issue will need to be 
addressed with NOHOA.  NOHOA has been meeting with Pemtom and Mattamy 
Homes and are hoping to work out the issues with both Charley Lake Preserves and 
the Moga property.  Their concern is that the City Council is moving ahead with 
approvals before having this issue worked out.  NOHOA President Mark Azman 
reiterated that Wildflower Way is a private road and that no one has approached 
NOHOA to ask for permission to use this road. 

  
 Carolyn Stitt, 22 Lake Court 

Ms. Stitt referred to a past court case involving a developer who built homes in 
North Oaks but could not use the roads on a daily basis.  However, she wanted to 
state that she is for the new development.  She has watched her neighborhood grow 
and become a much richer neighborhood.  She did express one concern.  She would 
like to see an environmental assessment worksheet completed to make sure nothing 
is left buried under the ground that would affect North Oaks especially the wells. 

 
Mayor Schaaf stated that one of the conditions in the Engineer’s report deals with 
the environmental issue and the Developer would have to comply with the Pollution 
Control Agency for certification. 

 
 Renee Michalow 

Ms. Michalow returned to the podium to state that if the construction traffic used 
NOHOA’s roads, they should be aware of the spring road restrictions to reduce any 
wear and tear on the roads. 

 
Mayor Schaaf stated that the City does issue road restrictions and all vehicles must 
comply.  Also the state law requires the City to go through the process from 
Preliminary Plat to Final Plat Approval and anyone who owns property has the right 
to sell the property allowing for building that meets City codes.  In this case, the 
proposed development does meet the City codes.  He also stated that it is necessary 
to provide a way into and out of the property.  Ramsey County controls Hodgson 
Road and has made it clear that no more road accesses will be approved.  Ramsey 
County’s long term plan is to eventually widen Hodgson and at that time 
improvements may be made.  Mayor Schaaf encouraged any residents that have 
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questions regarding state statutes or building codes to call City Administrator Mike 
Robertson.  The City’s hope is for the development to become part of NOHOA. 
 
Mayor Schaaf said that concerning the economy, the City cannot deny development 
due to the possibility of a future recession.  The price point of the lots will drive a 
home price which is higher than many of the homes in Lake Estates. 
 
Council Member Nelson asked the City Attorney for clarification on using private 
roads for access.  Mr. Magnuson explained that the current driveway would not be 
adequate for Ramsey County to authorize it for an entrance to the development.  He 
stated that whether the roads are private or public, they must be integrated and the 
City has the authority under State Statutes to have a street plan that works in 
harmony. 
 
Council Member Long stated that perhaps the Developer could give the City some 
options in regards to either improvements to the Lake Estates’ park or cash to 
improve other recreational areas in North Oaks if they become part of NOHOA.  City 
Administrator Mike Robertson stated that he did want to clarify that he would like 
to include the neighbors when the decisions are made for the recreational uses.  At 
this time, there has been no formal public meeting on this issue.  Mayor Schaaf 
agreed that having options is a good idea and that it is important to work in concert 
together to come up with the best product.  If Red Pine Farm does not become part 
of NOHOA, then park funds cannot be put into NOHOA’s parks by law. 
 
Mayor Schaaf asked their timeline to meet the 54 conditions requested by the City.  
Dan Blake of Pentom explained that most of the requirements are small details and 
they are not in a hurry since they cannot start the project until next May.  They 
expect to work out the details and come back in March or April for final approval.  
Mayor Schaaf asked him to look at the possibility of bringing water into the dry 
hydrants in Lake Estates for fire protection.  Mr. Blake agreed to this. 
 
Council Member Nelson asked if there was a precedent in North Oaks where a 
development is given access to the roads without belonging to NOHOA.  Mayor 
Schaaf explained that Lake Court originally went out to Hodgson Road, but once 
Lake Estates joined NOHOA in 1998, the access was closed and they then used 
NOHOA roads.  Mayor Schaaf stated that if NOHOA is not the homeowners 
association, then access would have to be considered, but he is hopeful the concern 
will be dealt with before final approval.  Council Member Nelson asked about 
Ramsey County allowing access.  Mr. Blake was confident that Ramsey County 
would let them use the driveway access during road construction as they would 
have to give compensation if they did not.  City Administrator Robertson stated that 
he does not want to ask the County for how long this entrance can be used as he 
does not want a limit set at this time. 

 
Administrator Robertson noted that when Lake Estates was developed the land to 
the north was privately owned and not developed.  At that time everyone believed 
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the Moga property to the south would be developed first.  The covenant allowing 
access from Lake Estates to the properties north and south of it was put in for this 
reason.  This occurred in 1988. 

 
Mayor Schaaf stated that there are three things the Council can do:  deny, table, or 
approve the preliminary plat.  Council Member Nelson stated that he believes it is a 
nice development, but would like the details about road access worked out before 
giving final approval.  Council Member Long also is glad that there is time so they 
can work out the issues.  City Attorney Magnuson stated that they could add the 
condition that a suitable and legal access to the street system be determined by the 
time the final plat is presented. 
 
Council Member Long moved to approve the Preliminary Plat with the Finding 
of Fact 1-5 and the 53 conditions in the staff report dated November 14, 2013 
with the additional conditions to the changes to work out a suitable and legal 
access to Hodgson Road and to examine whether water can be brought to the 
Lake Estates hydrants.  Council Member Nelson seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Schaaf asked City Administrator Mike Robertson to continue to work with 
the neighbors including the Shoreview neighbors as this project progresses.  Mr. 
Robertson stated that concerned citizens should feel free to contact him. 

 
4. Proposed 2014 Budget 

The Council reviewed the copy of Version Seven of the Budget.  The estimated 
revenues for 2014 are $2,010,275 with expenses at $2,005,001.  City Administrator 
Robertson asked if there were any changes the Council would like to see before the 
Truth in Taxation hearing.   Council Member Nelson explained that there would be a 
budget surplus in 2013 due to an increase in building permits.  This would be a 
temporary surplus and options for this money were discussed.  Conservatively, it 
looks like it will be around $100,000 or so.  Options included reducing the proposed 
2014 tax levy, saving for the North Oaks portion of a new fire truck, saving for future 
office equipment and/or adding to the General Fund Balance reserve. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Long and seconded by Council 
Member Nelson to direct the City Administrator to prepare the Budget 
documents to reflect a reduction in the proposed tax levy of $15,267 for a tax 
increase of 1.75% to present at the Truth in Taxation Meeting on the 9th of 
December.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. Selection for Auditor for the 2013 Audit 

Administrator Robertson said that the City received six bids and that he and Deputy 
Clerk Stephanie Marty checked references for each bidder.  All have a good 
reputation.  The bids ranged from $8,500 to $11,000.  Since it is a service, the City is 
not obligated to take the lowest bid.  The current auditors Abdo, Eick, and Meyers 
lowered their bid to $10,000 a year for four years.  Originally this summer they had 
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bid $12,500.  City Administrator Robertson and City Clerk Marty have worked with 
this firm and would favor retaining them.  They would not need any training on 
North Oaks.  Council Member Long agreed that switching auditors could be more 
costly. 
 
Council Member Long made the motion to direct the City Administrator to 
enter into a contract agreement for four years with Abdo, Eick, and Meyers for 
auditing services.  Council Member Nelson seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
 

6. Approval of City Administrator’s Contract 
City Attorney Magnuson and the Finance Committee were directed in a motion at 
the October Council meeting to negotiate the contract with Mike Robertson for the 
City Administrator position.  Much of the contract is the same as for the past City 
Administrator and the compensation level is in alignment with what Cities of the 
same size as North Oaks are currently paying.  The contract extends to the end of 
2015 with mid-year and end of year reviews. 
 
Council Member Nelson reviewed Addendum A that covers the additional benefits 
offered to Mr. Robertson.  These include allowances for car and cell phone, 
insurance, professional development and health benefits. 
 
Mayor Schaaf explained that the Council has reviewed the contract in a previous 
session and City Attorney Magnuson stated that it is in line with the majority of the 
contracts for City Administrators in the Metro areas.  He also stated that it was a fair 
contract for both parties.  The Mayor made note that the process began on July 3rd 
and is just being finalized now.  He stated his thanks to those who volunteered on 
the Search Committee.  Council Member Long also expressed his gratitude to the 
Mayor for his leadership in this process.  Council Member Nelson stated that there 
were a number of great applicants for this position.  
 
Council Member Long made the motion, seconded by Council Member Nelson 
to direct the Mayor to sign the contract with Mr. Robertson.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
7.  Resolution 1275 to add City Administrator Mike Robertson as an Authorized  

Signatory 
Council Member Nelson made the motion and Council Member Long seconded 
it to add Michael Robertson as an authorized signatory for the City of North 
Oaks.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

8.  Approval of the Charley Lake Preserve Homeowners’ Association Documents 
City Administrator Mike Robertson explained that the Developer and NOHOA are in 
negotiation so it would be best to be tabled at this time. 
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Council Member Long made the motion to table this item and Council Member 
Nelson seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Council Member Reports 

1. Council Member Mike Egelston 

NOHOA 

Councilmember Egelston was not present. 
 

2. Council Member Bruce Ackerman 

VLAWMO 

Councilmember Ackerman was not present. 
 

3.  Council Member Marty Long 

NRC 

Council Member Long stated that the City Forester Mark Rehder is doing a good job and 

has been very valuable to the Committee.  The Committee is also grateful for having 

Stan Hokanson, a resident and professor at the University of MN on the Committee.  A 

Forestry Ordinance for protection of trees should be ready for the Council’s review in 

early 2014. 
 

Planning Commission 
Council Member Long wanted to clarify that there would be the possibility of only four 
walk out lots for the Development proposed on the Moga property. 
 
 

4. Council Member Gregg Nelson 

Lake Johanna Fire Department 

City Administrator Robertson and Council Member Nelson attended the Lake Johanna 
Fire Department Board of Directors meeting.  The fire station remodeling project is 
near completion.  A total of $508,000 will be spent on this project and includes 
overnight accommodations for full time staff.   Two additional fire fighters have been 
hired.  The LJFD also received a Federal grant that allowed them to purchase new self-
contained breathing apparatus and three Rapid Intervention Team Packs.  The grant 
was for over $375,000 and was a cost savings to the local cities.  Shoreview also 
conducted a public opinion poll of its residents and found that 64% found LJFD to be 
excellent and 34% found it to be good. 
 
Mayor John Schaaf 
Mayor Schaaf attended a number of meetings including the Finance Committee, the 
Planning Commission, the meeting with representatives from Mattamy Homes and 
Pemtom, NOHOA, and the ASC in regards to Charley Lake Preserves acceptance into 
NOHOA.  He also met with private investigator Jan Pittman who completed the required 
background check on Mr. Robertson.  Mayor Schaaf noted that Mr. Robertson was given 
a sterling report. 
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Mayor Schaaf thanked Council Member Nelson for his work with the contract 
negotiation with City Administrator Robertson.  Mayor Schaaf stated that he has been 
working with Mr. Robertson who is a quick study.  He asked the Council for a motion to 
thank the City of Shoreview for all the help they have given to the City both in the 
search for a city administrator as well as the sewer and water assistance for new 
developments. 

 
Council Member Nelson made the motion to direct the City Administrator to draft a 
letter of thanks to the City of Shoreview for their assistance.  Council Member Long 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Administrative Report 

1. Renewal of Ramsey County Recycling Agreement 
Ramsey County needed to know if the City would be interested in continuing the 
agreement for recycling.  If the City was interested, Ramsey County will send an 
agreement for a future City Council meeting.  Council Member Nelson asked if there was 
an alternative.  City Administrator Robertson stated that this is really the obvious 
choice. 
 
Council Member Long made the motion with a second from Council Member 
Nelson to direct the Staff to notify Ramsey County of the City’s interest and to 
prepare the paperwork needed.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

2. Traffic Concern on East Oaks Road 
Steve Elfstrom from Mel’s Service who does a lot of contract work for NOHOA asked 
Administrator Robertson to look into a concern he has on a curve on East Oaks Road 
near Pine Road.  He has had to pull a number of cars out of the ditch in that area.  He 
would like to see chevrons used to clearly mark the curve.  Council Member Long stated 
that perhaps the landscaping could be built higher at that point to prevent cars going 
into the ditch.  Mr. Robertson was not sure if there was enough room to do so.  The 
Mayor stated that he lives nearby and has seen many cars driving too fast for the 15 
mile per hour speed limit.  Mayor Schaaf suggested the issue be tabled and ask the City 
Engineer to look at what could be done.  Council Member Nelson agreed as he does not 
like to see more signs unless necessary.  
 
Council Member Long moved to table this discussion with a second from Council 
Member Nelson.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
3. Forester Monthly Report 

Administrator Robertson reviewed the City Forester’s monthly report.  This included 
information on the site visits and calls done by the City Forester as well as the work he 
has been doing on the Tree Preservation Ordinance for the Natural Resources 
Commission and the site visit to the Charley Lake Preserves. 
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A motion to accept the Forester’s Report was made by Council Member Long and 
seconded by Council Member Nelson and passed unanimously.  Council Member 
Long asked if these reports would be done monthly and Mr. Robertson stated that they 
would. 

 
City Attorney Reports 

City Attorney Dave Magnuson had no report.  No litigation is pending at this time. 
 

Miscellaneous 

Next Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission Meeting December 2, 2013 @ 7:00 

pm in the Community Meeting Room 

Next Natural Resource Commission Meeting November 19, 2013 @ 7:00 pm in the 

Community Meeting Room   (Note: the meetings will now be the third Thursday of 

the month.) 

Next Regularly Scheduled City Council Meeting December 9th, 2013 @ 7:00 pm in the 

Community Meeting Room (Note: this meeting will follow the Truth in Taxation 

Meeting that will take place at 6:00 PM that evening.) 

 

Council Member Long announced that the eagles are flying in at Mary Hill Park waiting for 

a duck to come out of formation.  He stated it may be of some interest to the residents. 

 

City Administrator Robertson reminded the Council that North Oaks is hosting the Ramsey 

County League of Governments’ Annual Meeting at the North Oaks Country Club at 6:00 PM 

on December 5th, 2013.  The Mayor, all Councilmembers and Administrator Robertson plan 

to attend. 

 

Adjournment 

On motion duly made by Council Member Long, seconded by Council Member Nelson                 

and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 PM.  

 

 

 

 

Attest:        Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

___________________________________________                         ________________________________________ 

Mayor John Schaaf           Maureen Geier/Linda Hanson 

        Recording Secretaries 


