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NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION MINUTES
October 16, 2014


Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners Kate Winsor, Chris Mann and David White.  Diane Gorder for John Murphy.  Councilmember Marty Long.
Absent:  None.
Staff:  City Administrator Mike Robertson and City Forester Mark Rehder.

Chair Larson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Agenda Approval:  Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Mann moved to approve the agenda.  Carried 6-0.

Approval of September 18, 2014 Commission minutes:  Commissioner Winsor, seconded by Commissioner Mann moved to approve the minutes.  Carried 6-0.

Proposed Tree Preservation Ordinance
There was considerable discussion of the proposed tree ordinance.  Councilmember Long noted the areas where the Planning Commission was concerned about individual property rights.  Commissioner Winsor said that if private property requirements are removed that there is not much reason for having an ordinance.  City Forester Mark Rehder said that he had looked at building permits over the last two years to see how many would be effected by the ordinance.  He estimated that 25-30 permits a year would require their work, and he estimated their time at about 4 to 5 hours per permit.  This would increase City costs from $5,000-$10,000.  Administrator Robertson asked Rehder to examine the 25-30 permits from this year and to take a guess about how many trees would have been required to be replaced.

Commissioners made a few suggested changes to the proposed ordinance.  Robertson said that Commissioner Winsor’s flow chart was a tremendous visual aid and he would include it with the rest of the information provided to the Planning Commission.  Commissioners agreed to submit the revised ordinance to the Planning Commission for their meeting in December.  They asked Robertson to note on the cover memo that the ordinance had been changed where the Planning Commission had requested.

Other Reports
Commissioner Winsor said that the next issue of the North Oaks News will contain articles about deer feeding and VLAWMO’s suggestions for soggy yards.

Commissioner Terms
Administrator Robertson said that Becky Orttel had resigned from the Commission and that Bob Larson and David White’s terms were up at the end of the year.  Robertson said that an advertisement for the Commission had run in last month’s North Oaks News and would run in this month’s as well.  He also suggested that Commissioners should feel free to solicit possible candidates.

Adjournment:  Commissioner Mann, seconded by Commissioner White moved to adjourn at 9:07 PM.  The motion carried unanimously.
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The next Natural Resource Commission meeting is November 20, 2014.

