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[bookmark: _GoBack]NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION MINUTES
January 16, 2014

Present:  Chair Bob Larson and Commissioners David White and Kate Winsor.  Councilmember Marty Long.
Absent:  Commissioners Stan Hokanson, Chris Mann, Becky Orttel and John Murphy.
Staff:  City Forester Mark Rehder and Administrative Assistant Linda Hanson.
Guests:  North Oaks Golf Club Grounds Superintendent Brian Boll, Resident Lisa Hayes-Burt, 6 Red Fox Road.

Chair Larson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Agenda Approval:  With the addition of one item, Commissioner David White made the motion to approve with a second from Commissioner Kate Winsor.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the December 19, 2013 Minutes:  Council Member Marty Long made the motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Bob Larson.  Motion carried unanimously.

Review of the Draft Tree Preservation Ordinance
Mark Rehder, City Forester, reviewed the draft Tree Preservation ordinance.  This has incorporated the changes the Commission discussed at its last meeting.  The ordinance would apply to developers and builders as well as homeowners.  The objectives of having the Tree Preservation ordinance are the following:
· Protection of natural resources.
· Provide incentive to people to preserve wooded areas.
· Definition of the work area to make sure as many trees as possible are saved.
· Replacement of trees when possible.
· Collection of funds for reforestation.
· Establishment of an ordinance.
· Continuation of the inventory of trees which would be part of defining the work area.

In North Oaks 85% of the land is now developed.  This ordinance would be in place for the remaining 15% to be developed as well as for lots that have tear downs or large additions.  In the ordinance, if Heritage trees (over 24 inches) are saved, a credit would be given.  The goal is to keep as many Significant trees (those 6-23 inches in diameter) as well as Heritage trees.  If trees are removed and replacement trees are required they would need to be at least 2 inches in diameter.

Commissioner White made the suggestion to add that a Tree Preservation Plan would need City Forester approval.  In addition, when specifying a 2 inch tree, the words “nursery tree” would be added.  Commissioner White was concerned that trees would be taken from a wooded area to replace removed trees rather than using purchased nursery trees.

Commissioner Winsor suggested that if trees were not replaced, the cost owed to the City would also have to be determined by the City Forester.  The question came up that if there was no room to plant trees on the site, could trees be put in a recreational area in the City.  

Mark Rehder said that the Tree Replacement Plan requirement is similar to those found in other communities; although the draft ordinance might be a little more stringent.

Mark Rehder also made a presentation on how the draft Tree Preservation ordinance would function for a new development.  He used the Charley Lake Development as an example.  The Charley Lake Preserve development has a landscape plan that includes planting 177 trees plus 24 plantings around the entryway monuments.  He said that based on the trees removed by grading for streets and homes they would still need to plant 181 trees or give the City $36,000 for tree replacement elsewhere in the City.

A short discussion took place on whether the City could ask for escrow for tree replacement before a development took place.  This item will be researched further.  Councilmember Long stated that many cities are upgrading their tree ordinances, but North Oaks is hoping to have one of the best.  The City Attorney will have to review the proposed ordinance.

Council Member Long recommended that City Forester Rehder be at the City Council meeting when the ordinance goes to the Council.  It was also suggested that the ordinance be reviewed by the League of Minnesota Cities.

Establishment of a Facebook Page
Commissioner Winsor agreed to work on establishing a Natural Resources Commission Facebook page to either link from the City website or be on its own (or both).  She will discuss this with the City Cable Coordinator Kevin Scattum and report back.

Mission Statement
A short discussion took place on the mission of the NRC.  The Commissioners agreed that water issues should be addressed.  The suggestion to make 2014 the year of water as the focus was presented.  A ground water packet was handed out.  Two issues need to be addressed: usage of water and contamination of water.


Other Reports:

Newspaper Articles
Commissioner Winsor stated she submitted an article to the North Oaks News for the December issue, but there was no room to run the article.  The article on the Value of Trees will be run in the next issue.   An article on ground water issues could be included in the next issue.

Councilmember Long mentioned that at least once in 2014 the NRC meeting will be televised.

Golf Course Grounds Superintendent Brian Boll 
Mr. Boll introduced himself and stated he has been with the North Oaks Golf Club for about 1.5 years.  He works with the City Forester a lot.  He too is concerned with water issues and wants to be involved in discussions.  He stated he appreciates any help the NRC can give him as well as offering his help to the NRC.

Much of the golf course is wetlands so it is not easy to create new ponds.  Councilmember Long mentioned the wetland replacement program and that Lino Lakes was one of the first cities to bank wetland replacements.

The Golf Club is interested in water reuse as well.

The next Natural Resource Commission Meeting is February 20, 2014.


Adjournment:  Commissioner Winsor, seconded by Commissioner White made the motion to adjourn at 9:30 PM.  The motion carried unanimously.


